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We will start momentarily at 2pm ET 

Contact ACS Webinars™at acswebinars@acs.org  

Download the presentation and slides ONE WEEK after the webinar: 
 

http://acswebinars.org/how-to-catch-a-poisoner-2 
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Have Questions? 
 

Use the Questions Box! 

Or tweet using #acswebinars 

Contact ACS Webinars™at acswebinars@acs.org  2 

Download the presentation and slides ONE WEEK after the webinar: 
 

http://acswebinars.org/how-to-catch-a-poisoner-2 
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How has ACS Webinars   benefited you? 
 

Be a featured fan on an upcoming webinar! Write to us @ acswebinars@acs.org  

Fan of the Week 
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“Broadening my knowledge and ability to 
relate to the world around me.  Allows me 
to make chemistry more relevant to 
friends, family, and neighbors.”   
 
 
Michael Dekrey 
ACS Member 
 

TM 

 
TO DESCRIBE ACS WEBINARS… 
THANK YOU FOR THE SUBMISSIONS! 

Contact ACS Webinars™ at acswebinars@acs.org  

ONE WORD 

excellent 

entertaining 

brilliant 

enthusiastic 

precise 
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If you enjoy ACS Webinars every Thursday… 
please support the program!  
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Find the many benefits of ACS membership! 

www.join.acs.org 

ACS Network (search for group acswebinars)     
www.communities.acs.org 
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Make a “SHOUT OUT” to 
friend, professor, co-worker or mother 
during an ACS Webinars Broadcast! 

http://www.communities.acs.org/
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See all of our ACS Webinets    on YouTube at 
http://bit.ly/acswebinets 

“Feeling short on time? ACS Webinets   are 2 
minute segments that bring you valuable 
snippets from some of our most popular full 
length ACS Webinars    ” 

Q:  “Hungry for a brain snack?” 
 
A:       on 

TM 

TM 

TM 

Upcoming ACS Webinars™ 
www.acswebinars.org  

Thursday, June 6, 2013  
 
Innovations in Green Chemistry:  
Organics from CO2, Sunlight and Water 
 
Dr. Andrew Bocarsly, President, Science Advisory Board, Liquid Light Inc. 
Dr. Joseph Fortunak, Professor, Howard University 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 13, 2013  
 
Barrels of Chemistry:  
Decoding How Oak Affects Wine Flavor 
 
Dr. Susan Ebeler, Professor of Enology, University California, Davis 
Dr. Sara Risch, Director of R&D, Popz Europe 

Contact ACS Webinars™ at acswebinars@acs.org  8 
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Stay tuned for your chance to win the book! 

9 

A fascinating Jazz Age tale of chemistry 
and detection, poison and murder, The 
Poisoner's Handbook is a page-turning 
account of a forgotten era. In early 
twentieth-century New York, poisons 
offered an easy path to the perfect crime. 
Science had no place in the Tammany 
Hall-controlled coroner's office, and 
corruption ran rampant. However, with the 
appointment of chief medical examiner 
Charles Norris in 1918 and the help of a 
toxicologist Alexander Gettler, the duo 
changed poison game forever.  

Find The Poisoner’s Handbook on Amazon.com today! 
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How to Catch a Poisoner: 
The Sequel 

Download slides after webinar:  
http://acswebinars.org/how-to-catch-a-poisoner-2 

Contact ACS Webinars™at acswebinars@acs.org  

ACS WEBINARS™ 
May 30, 2012 

Dr. Darren Griffin  
University of Kent Deborah Blum 

University of Wisconsin 
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How to Catch A Poisoner: 
The Sequel 

 
  Deborah Blum 
 

ACS Webinar 
 

 May 30, 2013 
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Google Search says… 
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NYPD Evidence Collection,  
New York Municipal Archives, 1918 

Toxicology Laboratory, Office of the Chief 
Medical Examiner, NYC, c1930 



5/30/2013 

11 

Arsenic Trioxide  

Arsenic in Cosmetics  
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“Perfectly Harmless…” 

The Marsh Test 
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It’s 1923 in New York… 
and you’re the detective! 

Crowded and Poor Living Conditions 
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Abandoned Room 
Tenement House Museum, Lower Manhattan 

Illuminating Gas 
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And you the Forensic Chemist  
is called to the scene to find… 

What are the chemical clues 
that tell how she really died? 
 

Not enough carbon monoxide in the blood 

Her skin, blood and tissue aren't red enough 

There's too much carbon dioxide in her blood. 
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Death by CO Poisoning 

Brilliant Cherry Red  
Blood Cells 
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Autopsy sketch, Leah Freindlich, 1923, 
 Office of the Chief Medical Examiner, NYC 

 

The Beginning of our CSI World 
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Methyl Alcohol 

What is the active poison in 
Corrosive Sublimate  

 

Hydrocyanic acid 

Mercury bichloride 

Hexavalent chromium 
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Bootlegger’s Booze… 
may cause more than a hangover!  

Methanol and Metabolism 
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Radium and Beauty! 

Random Cigarettes 
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Radium watch dial 
 

U.S. Radium Corporation,  
Orange, N.J. 

 



5/30/2013 

22 

“Hear All About It!” 

Alexander Litvinenko 
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And now your chance to win 
 “A Poisoner’s Handbook”! 

 
“Question to win?” 
 
Respond to FB at 
www.facebook.com/acswebinars 

 
Or via email at  
acswebinars@acs.org 

Questions & Answers 
 

http://www.facebook.com/acswebinars
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And now your chance to win! 
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“Trivia or open ended question…” 

Facebook.com/acswebinars 
or  

acswebinars@acs.org 
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How to Catch a Poisoner: 
The Sequel 

Download slides after webinar:  
http://acswebinars.org/how-to-catch-a-poisoner-2 

Contact ACS Webinars™at acswebinars@acs.org  

ACS WEBINARS™ 
May 30, 2012 

Dr. Darren Griffin  
University of Kent Deborah Blum 

University of Wisconsin 
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Stay Connected…  
 

ACS Network (search for group acswebinars) 
www.communities.acs.org 
 

LinkedIn (search group for acswebinars) 

www.twitter.com/acswebinars  

www.facebook.com/acswebinars  

Contact ACS Webinars™at acswebinars@acs.org  51 

Upcoming ACS Webinars™ 
www.acswebinars.org  

Thursday, June 6, 2013  
 
Innovations in Green Chemistry:  
Organics from CO2, Sunlight and Water 
 
Dr. Andrew Bocarsly, President, Science Advisory Board, Liquid Light Inc. 
Dr. Joseph Fortunak, Professor, Howard University 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 13, 2013  
 
Barrels of Chemistry:  
Decoding How Oak Affects Wine Flavor 
 
Dr. Susan Ebeler, Professor of Enology, University California, Davis 
Dr. Sara Risch, Director of R&D, Popz Europe 

Contact ACS Webinars™ at acswebinars@acs.org  52 
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If you enjoyed this ACS Webinar today… 
please support the program!  
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Find the many benefits of ACS membership! 

www.join.acs.org 

ACS Network (search for group acswebinars)     
www.communities.acs.org 
 

And now your chance to win! 
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“Trivia or open ended question…” 

Facebook.com/acswebinars 
or  

acswebinars@acs.org 

http://www.communities.acs.org/
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ACS Webinars™ does not endorse any 
products or services. The views expressed in 
this presentation are those of the presenter 
and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the American Chemical Society. 
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Upcoming ACS Webinars™ 
www.acswebinars.org  

Thursday, June 6, 2013  
 
Innovations in Green Chemistry:  
Organics from CO2, Sunlight and Water 
 
Dr. Andrew Bocarsly, President, Science Advisory Board, Liquid Light Inc. 
Dr. Joseph Fortunak, Professor, Howard University 
 
 
 
Thursday, June 13, 2013  
 
Barrels of Chemistry:  
Decoding How Oak Affects Wine Flavor 
 
Dr. Susan Ebeler, Professor of Enology, University California, Davis 
Dr. Sara Risch, Director of R&D, Popz Europe 
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