Status Report from the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws
for DAC and LSAC
Spring 2017 – SAN FRANCISCO
BYLAWS
The Committee on Constitution and Bylaws (C&B) improved the model bylaws, which were based on the templates, which are no longer used. Suggested responses were added as defaults to the questions documents; these responses are now in the model bylaws as optional text, along with appropriate choices. With these additions, many of the comments have been removed because they are no longer necessary. You now have two fast and easy options to update your bylaws: either use the questions document or the model bylaws.
The model bylaws will be affected by the two petitions that are up for action in San Francisco: Petition for Removal of Officers and Councilors and Petition on the Rights of Affiliates. C&B will discuss and vote on amended language; we will contact DAC and LSAC regarding these changes.
Since the beginning of 2017, C&B certified bylaws for one Local Section; there are a few bylaws in the queue, for which we plan to certify these bylaws by the end of March.
C&B is waiting to hear from 4 Divisions and 15 Local Sections that need to send to C&B the results of their members’ votes on proposed bylaw changes and other required information. The bylaws cannot be certified without this information, which is due within 18 months from the time that C&B sends it preliminary report. Many of these Divisions and Local Sections will need to start the process over if C&B does not receive their vote outcomes by the end of April.
All bylaws for Divisions, Local Sections, and International Chapters are available from ACS’s main webpage and from www.acs.org/bulletin5. Also available are reports with the dates that bylaws were certified.
ACS GOVERNING DOCUMENTS (Bulletin 5)

The ACS Governing Documents (Bulletin 5), effective as of January 1, 2017, is available at www.acs.org/bulletin5. The contents page is hyperlinked or use the bookmarks for navigation. 

PETITIONS

There are two petitions and one procedure FOR ACTION by Council in San Francisco: 1) Petition for Removal of Officers and Councilors (and procedure) and 2) Petition on the Rights of Affiliates. There is one petition for consideration: Petition on International Chemical Sciences Chapters. 
New petitions to amend the Constitution and/or Bylaws must be received by the Executive Director by May 3, 2017, to be included in the Council agenda for the fall 2017 meeting in Washington, DC. We are happy to give you initial feedback and guide you through the process if you send to us your draft petition about six weeks before the deadline, if possible. If you have any questions or comments, please contact C&B (Barbara Polansky, Staff Liaison) at bylaws@acs.org.
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