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Joint Board-Council Committee on Environmental Improvement  
18-19 August 2018, Boston, MA 

UPCOMING MEETINGS 

Date Location Meeting Theme (Chair) 
Spr. 2019, Mar. 30-31 Orlando Chemistry for New Frontiers (Mike Meador and Luke 

Roberson) 
Fall 2019, Aug. 24-25 San Diego Chemistry of Water (Elise Fox and Chris Avery) 
Spr. 2020, Mar. 21-22 Philadelphia Macromolecular Chemistry: The Second Century (Tim 

Lodge and Kris Matyjaszewski) 
Fall 2020, Aug. 15-16 San Francisco Chemistry from Bench to Market (Janet Bryant and 

Judy Giordan) 
Spr. 2021, Mar. 20-21 San Antonio TBD  

The full tentative schedule of ACS National Meetings is available at the following website: 
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/about/future-meetings.html  

ATTENDANCE (Group photo in Appendix 1) 
Members, Associates, Consultants, and Liaisons: 
• In attendance: Jurgen Exner (Chair), Ray Garant (Staff Liaison), Kate Aubrecht, Chris Avery 

(Portfolio Manager), Marie Bourgeois, Michelle Brann (YCC Liaison), Ed Brush, George Cobb, 
Jetty Duffy-Matzner (ConC Liaison), Jurgen Exner, Jack Fowle, Elise Fox (Portfolio Manager), 
Robert Giraud, Jillian Goldfarb, Carol Henry, Katie Hunt, Keisuke Ikehata, John Jayne, Michael 
Matthews, Cathy Middlecamp, Sherine Obare (Portfolio Manager), Melissa Pasquinelli 
(Secretary), Keith Peterman, Barclay Satterfield (Portfolio Manager), Paul Schorr, Susan Shih 
(SOCED Liaison), Peter Smith, Jennifer Tanir, Jane Wissinger 

• Excused: Faye McNeill, Jennifer MacKellar (GCI) 

ACS Staff:  David Constable (GCI), Carl Maxwell (EAC) 

Guests: Bill Carroll, Task Force on Governance Design; Brandi Neifert, ACS Public Policy 
Associate; Stephanie DeLuca, MoveOn; Laura Pence, Chair of the Board Committee on Public 
Affairs and Public Relations 

Vision: A sustainable world enabled  
through the sustainable practice and use of chemistry. 
Mission: Advance sustainability thinking and practice  

across ACS and society for the benefit of earth and its people. 
Website: 

http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/cei.html  
Blog:  

https://communities.acs.org/groups/cei 
Social Media Links: 
Twitter: @ACS_CEI 

LinkedIn group: ACS CEI 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ACSCEI 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/meetings/national-meeting/about/future-meetings.html
http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/cei.html
https://communities.acs.org/groups/cei
http://www.facebook.com/ACSCEI
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APPROVAL OF INTERIM ACTIONS 

As our first order of business, the Committee voted by voice to certify the interim actions of 
approving the minutes of the 17-18 March 2018 meeting of the Committee in Boston, MA. 

MOTIONS 

• The Committee voted by voice to approve the ACS Policy Statement on Energy as given in the 
agenda book.  

• The Committee voted by voice to approve the ACS Policy Statement on Hydraulic Fracturing 
as given in the agenda book.  

• The Committee voted by voice to convene a writing team for the ACS Policy Statement on 
Chemical Risk Assessment and Regulatory Decision Making.  
o Jurgen Exner appointed Marie Bourgeois to lead the writing team. 

• The Committee voted by voice to convene a writing team for the ACS Policy Statement on 
Climate Change.  
o Jurgen Exner appointed John Jayne to lead the writing team. 

• The Committee voted by voice to fund the Local Section Sustainability Activity Grant 
Proposal from the Savannah River Local Section. (One abstention: Elise Fox)  
o Jurgen Exner appointed Elise Fox to serve as liaison to this local section for this mini-grant. 

• The Committee voted by voice to fund the Local Section Sustainability Activity Grant 
Proposal from the Illinois Heartland Local Section.  
o Jurgen Exner appointed Jillian Goldfarb to serve as liaison to this local section for this 

mini-grant. 

• The Committee voted by voice to approve the 2019-2021 Strategic Plan as given in the agenda 
book, with slight modifications discussed by the committee. (One abstention: Barclay 
Satterfield) 

PROJECT WORK 

The committee spent some time on Saturday afternoon and Sunday morning working in project 
teams according to the following schedule:  

Saturday, August 18 Sunday, August 19  
2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Local Section Engagement 
(Mike Matthews) 

UN Sustainable Development  
(Ed Brush, Jane Wissinger) 

Water Statement 
(Robert Giraud) 

Fall 2019 Meeting Programming  
(Chris Avery and Elise Fox) 

CPT revisions  
(Ed Brush) 

Synthetic Biology Fact Sheet 
(Carol Henry) 

Industry Relations (PISCES) 
(Katie Hunt) 
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EXECUTIVE SESSION ON GOAL 1 (Saturday 5:15 – 5:45 pm) 

The current portfolio dashboard and project updates for Goal 1 are given in Tab 7 of the Agenda 
Book. Additional discussions and updates on particular projects are given below, and other project 
items such as minutes or slides are given in Appendix 2. 

GOAL 1: Engage key researchers, industry decision makers, and consumers to incorporate 
sustainability into their practice and use of chemistry. 
Strategy Lead Report 
1.1.2016 Programming 

strategic 
planning 

Tanir (No report.) 

1.2.2016 Supply chain 
sustainability 
workshop 

Satterfield 
and Tanir 

Workshop was very successful. In the report on 
page 7-4 of the agenda book, follow-up activities 
were proposed. 

1.3.2016 Communications McNeill 
(presented 
by Avery) 

Content to be pushed out through social media is 
needed. Please send items to Faye. 

See also slides in Appendix 2. 

1.4.2016 PISCES 
(industrial 
activities) 

Hunt 
 

Final report is on page 7-7 of agenda book. 

1.5.2016 Film series Obare See Fall 2019 meeting planning below. 

1.6.2017 
 

U.N. Sustainable 
Development 
Goals  

Brush Team plans by ACS Orlando to come up with goals, 
mission, vision, and measurable objectives. Will put 
into context into CEI current and future 
programming, including who could be stakeholders, 
contributors, and collaborators, both within ACS 
and externally? Will also include communication 
plan. 

See also slides in Appendix 2. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ON GOAL 2 (Saturday 1:30 – 2:30 pm) 

The current portfolio dashboard and project updates for Goal 2 are given in Tab 8 of the Agenda 
Book. A general discussion was done on policy statements in general, and how we need to keep in 
mind both domestic and global perspectives, although the emphasis is intended to be domestic. 
Additional discussions and updates on particular projects are given below.  

GOAL 2: Equip ACS members and advocates to be influential voices about policies in 
sustainable chemistry via development of appropriate tools for the relevant audiences. 
Strategy Lead Update 
2.1.2016 Government 

Relations  
Fox (No report.) 

2.2.2017 Energy Policy 
Statement 

Jayne 9 people on the team, 3 from CEI, 3 from ComSci, 
2 from CCPA, 1 from CA, and 1 from Division of 
Energy and Fuels.  
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See motion given above. 

2.3.2017 Hydraulic 
Fracturing Policy 
Statement 

Cobb See motion given above. 

2.4.2018 Climate Toolkit McNeill 
(presented 
by Jayne) 

ACS Climate Science Toolkit was created in 2009, 
intended for ACS members to provide background 
information on climate science.  Describes timeless 
physical principles, so the basic information will 
not become out of date. CEI became the custodians 
in 2017.  

Immediate need (McNeill, Jayne): clean up/update 
links and references, and the ‘climate narratives’ 
that take ‘devils advocate” tone may be 
misunderstood. 

Long-term need: expand materials to other 
audiences (Jorgenson). The AACT Education 
Committee may be interested in using the content.  

See also slides in Appendix 2. 

2.5.2017  Water Treatment 
and 
Conservation 
Policy Statement 

Giraud Statement was rejected by PA&PR because it was 
geared toward water professionals and chemists, 
not policymakers, and thus writing will no longer 
continue. The old statement is the one that will 
continue. 

Team plans to publish a perspective piece on it in 
ES&T; already have some co-authors, and open to 
more. 

2.6.2017  Inherently Safer 
Technologies 
Policy Statement 

Weber (No report.) 

2.7.2016 Synthetic 
Biology 
Programming 
and Fact Sheets  

Henry This project was suggested a few years ago and is 
a joint project with ComSci and Corporation 
Associates. They have a draft and some additions 
and comments are currently be worked through. 

There is a day-long symposium here in Boston on 
Synthetic Biology: The State of the Science, 
Monday August 20. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION ON GOAL 3 (Sunday 10:50 – 11:30 am) 

The current portfolio dashboard and project updates for Goal 3 are given in Tab 9 of the Agenda 
Book. Additional discussions and updates on particular projects are given below, and other project 
items such as minutes or slides are given in Appendix 2. 
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GOAL 3: Engage networks of chemists and citizens to advance sustainability education and 
communication. 
Strategy Lead Update 
3.1.2017 Fall 2019 ACS 

National Meeting 
Theme 

Avery, Fox (See separate section below and slides in Appendix 
3.) 

3.2.2016 CPT guidelines (Aubrecht 
reporting) 

Focus now is on the next steps for the project, 
including dissemination to the education 
community, both at ACS and related conferences 
(BCCE, GC&E). 

3.3.2016 COP kids Peterman Five students will represent ACS at the December 
2018 UNFCCC 24th Conference of Parties 
(COP24) in Katowice, Poland.  Only five students 
applied to participate, but all are well qualified to 
represent ACS. This is the smallest group of 
applicants in the nine-year history of the project.  
Many students inquire, but funding is a major 
concern.  Going forward, we must find a 
sustainable source of funding to guarantee 
continuing success of the program.  One of the 
most visible indicators of success to date is the 
recent publication of two Symposium Series books 
with chapters authored by ACS Student Observers 
who attended the UN climate conferences through 
COP21 in Paris. 

• Climate Change Literacy and Education: The 
Science and Perspectives from the Global 
Stage – Volume 1 

• Climate Change Literacy and Education: Social 
Justice, Energy, Economics, and the Paris 
Agreement – Volume 2. 

Volume 3 covering ‘Paris and the path forward’ is 
currently in production.     

3.4.2016 Curriculum 
award 

Obare Call for the award is out now, and applications are 
due September 30. Please help in disseminating to 
relevant individuals. 

In Orlando: April 1, 2019, 8:30 am -12 pm is the 
ACS CEI awards symposium. 

An ACS Symposium book is in the works, which 
will celebrate the 20th anniversary of this award. 

3.5.2016 Local section 
outreach 

Matthews (See motions given above.) 
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DISCUSSION OF 2019-2021 STRATEGIC PLAN (Chris Avery) 

A 2-day strategic planning session was held in June around the GC&E conference. Summary is 
given below, and slides are also given in Appendix 3.) 

• What went well with previous plan: Policy statements, CEI member engagement, educational 
materials, collaborations, infrastructure improvements,  

• What could be better: project management and tracking, collaborations (local sections and 
divisions) 

• Our mission and vision: No change suggested 
• Updating our goals and strategies (projects): Underlined is new, crossed out is removed. 

Goal 1: Engage key researchers, industry decision makers, and other stakeholders consumers to 
incorporate sustainability into their the practice and use of chemistry.  [Impact, H; Resources, H] 

Project ID Description  
2019 Strategic 
Plan Strategy No. Champion 

1.1.2016 
Conference Engagement and Partnerships 
Programming Strategic Planning  1.2 Jennifer Tanir 

1.2.2018 
(formerly 
3.1.2017) Fall 2019 National Meeting Planning  1.5 

Elise Fox, Chris 
Avery 

1.2.2016 Supply chain sustainability workshop  archive --- 
1.3.2016 Social Media Communications  1.3 McNeill 

1.4.2016 
Industry Engagement and Partnerships 
Pisces (industry activities)  1.4 Katie Hunt 

1.5.2016 Film Series  subtask in 1.5 --- 

1.6.2017 U.N. Sustainable Development Goals   1.1 
Ed Brush, Jane 
Wissinger 

     

Goal 2:  Equip ACS leaders and members, and other advocates to be influential voices about 
policies in sustainable chemistry via development and dissemination of appropriate tools for the 

relevant audiences.  [Impact H; Resources, H] 

Project ID Description  

2019 Strategic 
Plan Strategy 
Number Champion 

2.1.2016 
State and Local Government Engagement 
Government relations  2.3 George Cobb 

2.2.2019 Policy Statements  2.4 CEI Chair 
2.2.2017 Energy Statement  subtask in 2.4 --- 
2.3.2019 Project Output Planning and Dissemination  2.2 Kate Aubrecht 
2.3.2017 Hydraulic Fracking Statement  subtask in 2.4 --- 

2.4.2018 Climate Science Toolkit  
subtask to 3.3 or 
3.4? --- 



CEI Minutes - 2018Fall-Boston.docx  Page 7 of 27 
 

2.4.2019 Website Re-Development  2.1 
Cathy Middlecamp, 
Keisuke Ikehata 

2.5.2017 
Water Treatment and Conservation Policy 
Statement  subtask in 2.4 --- 

2.6.2017 
Inherently Safer Technologies Policy 
Statement  subtask in 2.4 ---      

Goal 3: Engage networks of chemists and stakeholders citizens to advance sustainability education 
and communication.  [Impact, H; Resources, H] 

Project ID Description  
2019 Strategic 
Plan No. Champion 

3.1.2019 Communications to ACS Community   3.1 Marie Bourgious 

3.1.2017 
Fall 2019 ACS National Meeting theme 
organization  1.5 --- 

3.2.2016 CPT Guidelines  3.2 Jennifer MacKellar 
3.3.2019 K-16 Sustainability Education  3.3 Sherine Obare 
3.3.2016 CoP Kids  subtask in 3.3?  --- 

3.4.2019 
Grants, Awards, and Resources for Local 
Sections  3.4 Melissa Pasquinelli 

3.4.2016 Curriculum Award  subtask in 3.3 --- 
3.5.2016 Local Section Outreach  subtask in 3.4 --- 

 

DISCUSSION OF FALL 2019 THEME PROGRAMMING (3.1.2017)  

Summary given below; slides are also given in Appendix 2. 

• Subthemes: (1) People and Water, (2) Land and Water, and (3) Water’s Effect on Chemistry 
• They are looking into whether the program can be keyed with these subthemes so people can 

find talks and events around a particular theme across divisions. 
• Four Goals: 

(1) Showcase water-related work in the broader chemistry community: working with divisions 
and committees, as well as presidential candidates. 

(2) Highlight connections between broader social issues and chemistry: identify at least one 
water-related charity that we can partner with to raise at least 35K; finalists are Charity 
Water and Water.Org. Also plan to add a line item in meeting registration to donate to clean 
water projects (currently approved but will be finalized when charity is selected). 

(3) Partner with Organizations: Desalination tour, programming around advocacy, policy, or 
social justice and identify champions and speakers in this area; also programming around a 
high-profile speaker(s) for the ACS dinner and/or a Presidential Gala on water issues. 

(4) Post-meeting impacts: Partnership with ACS Communications to create digital materials that 
can be distributed both during and after meeting; ACS live Facebook events; produce 
podcasts interviews with featured speakers, researchers, etc. Potentially run several different 
communications and media competitions. 

• Charity: Chemists without Borders 
• All plenary speakers are confirmed 
• Extensive work is underway to encourage divisional and interdivisional programming 
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• Working to confirm with Bonnie Charpentier that co-sponsoring theme programming in 
Presidential programming slate 

• Film competition being developed; ENVR has applied for an IPG to help cover the costs, may 
also apply for an NSF grant too. 

• ACS Reactions is making 3 videos in support of the theme 
• ACS Webinars will do a least 2 webinars in 2019 in support of the theme 
• C&EN will host a theme takeover of their monthly Chemistry in Photos competition in July 

2019 
• Tours: 

• Carlsbad Desalination plant tour confirmed 
• In discussions with the U.S. Navy to tour the desalination facilities of the USNC Mercy 

hospital to ship, scheduled for dock in San Diego during the meeting. 
• Challenges: 
• Continue to struggle to find a corporate sponsor for the water bottles; C&EN’s marketing 

group is helping with the search 
• Thinking about how to best partner with other organizations (charities, water groups, etc.) in 

a way that is both productive and financially viable. 

REPORT FROM EXTERNAL AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS (EAC) 

Carl Maxwell provided a verbal summary and a written report in Tab 5 (pages 5-1 to 5-14).  
Specific items that were highlighted include (slides also given in Appendix 3): 

• FY 2018: Pre-budget deal was good for DARPA, NIH, NSF, DOE Office of Science, not good 
for NIST, EPA, Chemical Safety Board, and ARPA-E. Post-budget deal turned out to be good 
for all. 

• New OSTP Director: Kelvin Droegemeier, VP for Research, Univ. of Oklahoma; served two 
terms on the National Science Board. 

• Energy:  
• FERC to get new chairman 
• Trump orders DOE to take steps to prevent nuclear/coal plant closures under national 

security order 
• Auto Fuel Efficiency mandates frozen 
• Rep. Carolos Curbelo (R-FL) introduces Carbon Tax legislation 
• ACS supports CFATS renewal 

• Environment: 
• IRIS future remains in question 
• ACS comments on Secret Science policy change (one of the only groups to get a 

comment in for the first 30-day window) 
• EPA ordered to ban chlorpyrifos 
• SNU for asbestos 
• Sustainable Chemistry Legislation introduced (Coons, D-DE; Collins, R-ME) 
• New EPA Administrator: Andrew Wheeler. Will still push deregulatory agenda, but will 

be more structured and detailed about it. 

REPORT FROM THE ACS GREEN CHEMISTRY INSTITUTE (GCI) 
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David Constable provided a report on the highlights of ACS Green Chemistry Institute® (ACS GCI) 
activities since their last report to CEI.  Please see Tab 5 (pages 5-15 to 5-20) of the agenda 
materials for more details. Specific items that were highlighted include: 

• Record year of attendees for GC&E this past June. 
• 23rd annual GC&E conference and 9th International Confernce on Green and Sustainable 

Chemistry will be co-hosted June 11-13, 2019 in Reston, VA. Focus is closing the loop. 
• Pharmaceutical Roundtable is extremely robust. 40% increase in membership.  
• Manufacturer’s Roundtable: workshop before AIChE meeting in Pittsburgh next year. 
• Hydraulic Fracturing Roundtable: setting up collaborations around enzyme technology 
• Biochemical Technology Leadership Roundable and Formulators Roundtable are struggling to 

be engaged with green chemistry. 
• Summer school hosted in July at the Colorado School of Mines was successful. 
• ACS GCI twitter account now has over 20K followers. 

OTHER REPORTS 

• Bill Carroll: (Slides are given in Appendix 3) Task Force created a new document called 
‘Standing Rules’ – moved blocks of text between Constitution, Bylaws, Standing Rules, and a 
few board regulations. (www.acs.org/Bulletin5) Three changes: (1) Define functions rather than 
committees by name in Bylaws; (2) Define units to encompass Divisions, Local Sections, 
International Chapters, etc.; (3) Create a process for amending Rules. All text relevant to a 
specific function was grouped in a section of the Rules. Also modernized language. These 
documents should differ: 

• Constitution authorizes: members, meetings, committees, publications, units, etc. 

• Bylaws define local sections, divisions, etc. 

• Standing Rules: Operating  

• Board Committee on Public Affairs and Public Relations (Laura Pence): (Slides are in 
Appendix 3.)  

• Core tenets of policy statements: externally facing, audience is policy makers (federal, state, 
local), standing as chemists.  

• Annual prioritization process: Input from PA&PR members (importance nationally, 
importance to chemists, preferred allocation of resources); input from ACS staff, discussion 
in full committee. Then put into tiers, where Tier 1 and Tier 2 get the most resources. Tier 3 
and Tier 4 may not be used as much. 

• Linked Statements: By content (Peer Review and S&T Funding), by politics and usage (Peer 
Review and Scientific Integrity), by design/summary (Innovation) 

• When a statement is up for consideration: 

o Statements do not always need to be rewritten, regardless of Tier. 

o Has the landscape changed? Can the case be made more effectively. 

o Use volunteer time wisely. Put most effort into Tier 1 and Tier 2. 

http://www.acs.org/Bulletin5
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• How do we think about things that are on horizon that we should be considering? Think about if 
there is a ‘their there’ – Is there something that is relevant to public policy, and are there items 
that could be actionable and measurable. 

NEW BUSINESS 

• Carol Henry proposes that we give more consideration to marine debris and oceans plastics. 
Some volunteers will discuss potential items or actions, including policy considerations. George 
brought up to include fresh water too, as well as the considerations on how to measure. 

• Jen Tanir mentioned about an International Symposium on Alternatives Assessment in 
Sacramento, CA, Nov. 1-2, 2018. It is being organized by the Center for Sustainable Production 
at the University of Massachusetts Lowell. 

• Sherine Obare: The IUPAC Young Observer Program focuses giving a new generation of 
scientists exposure to addressing international scientific policy issues, and on fostering 
interactions among scientists internationally. The 2019 program is currently accepting 
applications: 
http://sites.nationalacademies.org/cs/groups/pgasite/documents/webpage/pga_187858.pdf  

ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting adjourned on Sunday, 19 August 2018 at 11:42 a.m.   

This document completes the Minutes of the Executive Session of Joint Board-Council Committee 
on Environmental Improvement for 18-19 August 2018 in Boston, MA. 

Respectfully submitted,  
Melissa A. Pasquinelli 
Secretary 

http://sites.nationalacademies.org/cs/groups/pgasite/documents/webpage/pga_187858.pdf
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Appendix 1—Photos 
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Appendix 2—Other Project Team Minutes and Presentations 
 
1.3.2016: Communications 
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1.7.2017: UN Sustainable Development Goals 
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2.4.2018: Climate Toolkit 
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3.1.2017: Fall 2019 National Meeting Programming Planning 
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Appendix 3—Other Presentations 
 
Strategic Planning 
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External Affairs and Communications 
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Streamlining ACS Governance Documents 
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ACS Policy Portfolio Review 
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