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Mister President and members of Council,

The Committee on Minority Affairs (CMA) continues to pursue its overarching strategic goal of increasing the visibility of minorities in the Society by having a programmatic presence at meetings and recognizing achievements of minority chemists. For this purpose, the CMA organized a symposium in partnership with the Division of Energy and Fuel titled, “Fracking and its Impact on our Energy, Security and the Environment” and co-sponsored a symposium on “Women Chemists of Color in Government” at this meeting.  
CMA is organizing a symposium for San Francisco, featuring former awardees of the Stanley C. Israel Award. This award recognizes those who have advanced diversity in the chemical sciences.  CMA will also co-sponsor a full day symposium titled, “Advancing the Chemical Sciences Through Diversity in Participation” honoring Dr. Rigoberto Hernandez, the 2014 Recipient of the ACS Award for Encouraging Disadvantaged Students into Careers in the Chemical Sciences. 
The CMA has formed a task force charged with identifying sponsors to finance eligible minority student travel to ACS National meetings.  If your company or institution is looking for a sponsorship opportunity, please contact me or the Department of Diversity Programs. 

Finally, it is my pleasure to announce that the ACS Scholars program is celebrating its 20th Anniversary in 2015. From its beginnings, this flagship program of the American Chemical Society’s outreach to minorities has enabled 1,400 students to achieve university degrees in the chemical sciences. 

From this pool, 34 are in faculty positions at research universities, 187 have completed a PhD and another 188 are pursuing one.  Fifteen have obtained a law degree and are practicing patent law, and 22 are teaching high school chemical science.

Well over half of our graduates, including a number of the PhDs are employed by major corporations such as Procter & Gamble, Kimberly-Clark, Intel, ExxonMobil, Dow, Dow Corning, 3M, General Electric, Merck, BASF, Johnson & Johnson, S.C. Johnson and others.  Additionally there are 11 entrepreneurs who have started research, analytical, data or tutoring companies.  
During the Scholar’s 20th anniversary next year, we will celebrate their accomplishments as well as highlight the success of this program. 
Mister President, this concludes my report.
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