Society Committee on Education
REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Denver, CO

Sunday August 28, 2011

The Society Committee on Education (SOCED) met in Subcommittee in the morning and in full Committee in the afternoon on Friday, August 26, 2011.

ACS President-Elect Bassam Shakhashiri presented his four presidential initiatives to the Committee, and engaged the Committee in a broad discussion of the role of ACS in science education.  He also solicited SOCED’s input on two recently-released national reports: “Successful K-12 STEM Education: Identifying Effective Approaches in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics” and “Vision and Change in Undergraduate Biology Education”. The Committee agreed to form two working groups to examine and identify recommendations or initiatives contained within these reports that are relevant or adaptable to education initiatives within the Society. 

SOCED Chair Mary Carroll provided an overview of the recommendations contained within the Program Review Advisory Group (PRAG) report, as well as an update on the work of the Education Goal Working Group. The group is considering concepts that might be used to clearly define an ACS goal for education and will report to the Board Planning Committee in early Fall.

SOCED voted to support the Petition on Position Statements and the Petition on Market Data Collection. The Committee agreed to take no position on the Petition to Amend Recorded Vote Request Procedure.
The Committee reviewed the report of an NSF-funded invitational workshop and strongly encouraged the ACS Education Division to prepare and submit a proposal to the NSF for support of a Chemistry Teacher Education Coalition initiative, which is designed to engage chemistry departments in preparing future chemistry teachers. The Chair of SOCED will provide a letter of support indicating that SOCED will be a ready resource for the emerging CTEC initiatives described in the proposal. 

The Office of Public Affairs provided an update on issues related to federal and state science education policy.  Three policy statements—evolution, computer simulations, and visas—will expire at the end of 2011. SOCED voted to renew the evolution and computer simulations statements with minor edits. The Committee approved changes to the statement on visas and will work to resolve any differences with the International Activities Committee, which is also considering the statement at this meeting.

The Committee voted to expand the ACS Student Chapter Community Interaction Grant to include projects targeting economically disadvantaged students in schools with U.S. Department of Education Title 1 status.

SOCED received an update on the status of CPT activities since Anaheim, including work updating undergraduate research, safety, and chemical information supplements to the ACS Guidelines. SOCED members on the joint SOCED-CPT Task Force that is examining the AAMC-HHMI report Scientific Foundations for Future Physicians provided a status update on the work of the Task Force. The Chairs of CPT and SOCED will submit a comment column for C&EN on this topic this Fall.

Chair of the Division of Chemical Education Arlene Russell offered an update on the Division’s activities, highlighting activities that are part of the technical and high school teacher program in Denver, as well as staffing and leadership changes and a shift to more efficient ways to communicate with Division members.  Susan Nurrenbern provided an update from the joint DivCHED/SOCED task force on a chemistry teacher association, which she chairs.  The task force is in general agreement that any association should meet the needs of new and experienced teachers, as well as second career teachers. They are discussing the critical resources and support teachers need as well as the best ways to deliver them.

SOCED received an update from Chemistry Olympiad Subcommittee Chair Arden Zipp on the Olympiad program, including results from the 2011 competition in Ankara, Turkey. The U.S. team earned two gold and two silver medals. The Committee also heard from Bryan Balazs, Chair of the 44th International Chemistry Olympiad, on preparations for the U.S.-hosted Olympiad at the University of Maryland in 2012.  He noted progress on generating the competition exam, selecting the venues, and creating the newsletter and website.












SOCED discussed safety issues in the academic laboratory, considering options for better sharing safety resources with students.  The Committee will continue to work with the Committee on Chemical Safety to promote a culture of safety within academic laboratories.

The Committee endorsed resolutions recognizing the exemplary service of Mort Hoffman and Barbara Sitzman to the Society Committee on Education.

Respectfully submitted,

Mary Carroll, Chair

