SOCED REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Boston, MA
Sunday, August 16, 2015
The Society Committee on Education (SOCED) met in Subcommittee and full Committee on Friday, August 14, 2015. 
SOCED Chair Diane Krone updated the Committee on a number of issues, including Society Program Portfolio Management, a liability insurance plan for chemical educators from the ACS Insurance Trust, SOCED Task Forces, and events of interest in Boston.  The Committee ratified its interim action to support reauthorization of the ACS Science Coaches program.  SOCED identified a volunteer to serve on the Board Committee on Professional and Member Relations Task Force that is revising the volunteer webpage “Get Involved, Stay Involved”.
SOCED voted to take no position on the procedures for Balloting and Preferential Voting and Expulsion of a Member.

The Committee voted to

· Approve the newly revised ACS Guidelines for Chemistry in Two-Year Colleges;  
· Make the pilot program of ACS International Student Chapters a permanent program; 

· Approve changes to the Undergraduate Programs Advisory Board charter;

· Approve changes to the ACS-Hach Advisory Board charter; and

· Form a task force to begin revisions to the ACS Guidelines and Recommendations for Teaching High School Chemistry. 

Committee on Professional Training (CPT) Chair Tom Wenzel highlighted CPT activities since the Denver meeting.  CPT is updating  and approving supplements to the new ACS Guidelines and Evaluation Procedures for Bachelor’s Degree Programs, examining the results of a survey of Ph.D. recipients, and posting an online update to Preparing for Graduate Work in Chemistry.
SOCED received an update from the government affairs staff in the Office of Public Affairs on federal science education policy.  Three members of SOCED helped recruit Senator Mark Kirk as a Republican cosponsor to ensure bipartisan passage of the Senate version of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act.
The Committee was informed of recent developments related to the new American Association of Chemistry Teachers, including a Ford Motor Company grant ($50K) and a Camille and Henry Dreyfus Foundation grant ($50K).  The first Dow Teacher’s summit, involving 21 teachers and six pre-service teachers, was held in Michigan in July.  More than 2,500 individuals, 88 percent of whom are K-12 teachers, are now AACT members.  
SOCED provided input on a long-term strategy to better address the needs of faculty at various stages of their careers at two- and four-year institutions.  A survey to assess faculty development needs garnered approximately 500 responses.  Faculty development resources are expected to address four main areas:  mentor, manage, teach, and transition.

SOCED received an update from its liaison to the Committee on Chemical Safety on two projects: Identifying and Evaluating Hazards in Research Laboratories and Safety Education Guidelines.  The U.S. Chemical Safety Board (CSB) noted that the Identifying and Evaluating Hazards in Research Laboratories document exceeded the recommended action requested by the CSB “that ACS develop guidance for assessing and controlling hazards in research laboratories.”  The Committee on Chemical Safety was thanked for its valuable contributions to the revisions of the ACS Guidelines for Chemistry in Two-Year Colleges.  
SOCED also received updates from Education Division staff on the 10th  anniversary of ACS ChemClubs, Division strategic planning, and the launch of an online Individual Development Plan tool for graduate students.  
The success of the U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad team, which earned one gold and four silver medals at the International Chemistry Olympiad in July, was highlighted.  The top U.S. student also achieved the highest score on the laboratory practical.
Respectfully submitted,

Diane Krone, Chair

