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About ACS 

2 American Chemical Society 

ACS Vision: 

• “Improving people’s lives through 

the transforming power of 

chemistry” 

 

ACS Mission: 

•  “Advance the broader chemistry 

enterprise and its practitioners for 

the benefit of Earth and its people.”  
 



ACS by the Numbers 
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158,000 Members 

185 Local Sections 

32 Technical 
Divisions 

86% chemistry 
degree 

60% industry 
30% academia 
10% students 

30,000 cumulative 
attendance at two 
national meetings 

47 peer-reviewed 
journals including 3 

new in 2015 

40,000 yearly published 
articles 

70 million article 
downloads 

300 million annual 
C&EN page views 

3.7 billion+ chemical 
property records 

71 million+ organic & 
inorganic substances in 

registry 



ACS Internationally by the Numbers 
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25,000 members  

100+ countries 

8 International 
Chapters 

200 projects/ programs 
have an int’l component 

4,500 yearly int’l meeting 
attendees 

7 Pacifichem Congresses 
co-sponsored/hosted 

since 1984 

67% of articles are 
authored by 
international 
researchers 

4,700 worldwide 
organizational C&EN 

subscribers 

 

65% of content 
originates 

internationally 



ACS International Activities 

ACS Committee on International Activities (IAC) 

The Committee on International Activities assists scientists and 

engineers worldwide to communicate and collaborate for the good 

of the chemical and chemically related sciences, chemical 

engineering, and their practitioners. 

Website: 

http://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/governance/committees/int

ernational.html  
 

ACS Office of International Activities (OIA) 

• Members, chapters, partnerships, exchanges 

(www.acs.org/international) 

• ACS International Center (IC)  (www.acs.org/ic) 

• Global Chemistry Newsletter (to subscribe email: 

intlacts@acs.org)  
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Dorothy J. Phillips, Ph.D. 

ACS Board of Directors 

Dr. Phillips is serving as the Board 

representative for Science & Human 

Rights. She retired from Waters 

Corporation in 2013 after working there 

for 28 years.  Prior to joining Waters she 

worked at Dow Chemical for nearly 10 

years. During her industrial career she 

had  the opportunity to work 

internationally by participating in events 

and conferences in Europe, China, India 

and Japan. 

She earned her Bachelors degree from Vanderbilt University in 1967 

and her Ph.D. from the University of Cincinnati in 1974.  She has been 

a member of the American Chemical Society since 1973 and served in 

several leadership positions within the Society, prior to being elected to 

its Board of Directors. 
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ACS Science and Human Rights 

Overview 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

• ACS began to monitor violations of human rights in the 

1980s  

• Implemented at the level of the ACS Board of Directors 

• Case monitoring continues to be a major part of the 

program 

• Other key activities: webinars, symposia, work with allied 

science and human rights organizations 
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Human rights are … 
 

• universal and inalienable 

• equal and nondiscriminatory 

• interdependent and indivisible 

 

 
Expressed and guaranteed through customary international 

law, international human rights treaties, other norms, state 

laws and principles 
 

What are Human Rights? 
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• The right to equality before the law 

• Freedom of expression 

• The right to education 

 

Key Documents 

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights [UDHR] (1948) 

• International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights [ICCPR] (1966) 

• International Covenant on Economic, Social, and Cultural Rights 

[ICESCR] (1966) 

 

Examples of Human Rights 
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1. Violations of the rights of scientists and engineers, 

whether individually or as a group   

2. Science and scientific discovery conducted in the 

service of human rights 

3. The right to enjoy and benefit from scientific progress 

and its applications 

Intersections of Science and 

Human Rights 
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Universal Declaration of Human Rights  

Article 27  

 

“…Everyone has the right…to share in scientific 

advancement and its benefits.”  

 

 

U.N. International Covenant on Economic, Social and 

Cultural Rights  

Article 15  

 

“[Everyone has the right to] enjoy the benefits of scientific 

progress and its applications.” 
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• Freedom of expression 

• Freedom of association 

• Freedom of movement 

• Freedom from torture and other cruel, inhumane, and 

degrading punishment 

 

Human Rights that Affect 

Scientists and Engineers 



ACS Process for Evaluating 
Potential Human Rights  Cases 

Potential cases must be: 

• Grounded in principles set forth in the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, the International Council for Science (ICSU) Statute 5 about 

the Universality of Science, and the Objects of the Society; 

• Oriented toward professionally engaged chemists, chemical 

engineers or practitioners in closely related fields in the chemical 

sciences; 

• Directed towards human rights and scientific mobility abridgements 

and issues where ACS is uniquely positioned and qualified to impact 

the case in a meaningful way; 

• Considered in the context of whether domestic remedies have been 

exhausted, unless it appears that such remedies would be ineffective 

or unreasonably prolonged; 

• Made based upon clear evidence and a factual description of the 

alleged rights violations. 
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Criteria for Human Rights  Cases 

Must be a: 

 - Chemist 

 - Chemical Engineer 

 - Chemistry-Related Professionals (material 

 scientists, biochemists, chemistry science 

 educators) 
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ACS Actions for Human Rights  
Cases 

• Letters to key diplomats in U.S. and 

respective offending country 

• Notification of science & human rights 

network 

• In country visits 

• Featuring cases at ACS National Meetings 
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ACS Science & Human Rights Case 
Example 

Kemal Guruz – Turkey 

- Chemical engineer, retired 

professor, & former university 

rector 

- Imprisoned for conspiracy to 

overthrow the government 

- Released  from prison and 

awaiting his appeal 

- Case included in 2013 State 

Department Human Rights 

Report on Turkey 
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AAAS Science and Human Rights 
Coalition 

• A network of scientific and engineering organizations 

that recognize a role for science,  scientists and 

engineers in efforts to realize human rights.  

• ACS is a founding member – Coalition began in 2009 

• Membership includes science and engineering 

associations as well as affiliated individuals (individual 

scientists, engineers, & health professionals) 

• 2 meetings a year: January and July, based around a 

topic (i.e. rights of the child, business & human rights, 

etc.) 
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Primer on Scientific Freedom and 
Human Rights 
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Primer on Scientific Freedom and 
Human Rights 

• Developed by the ACS Office of International 

Activities in 2011 as part of the AAAS Science & 

Human Rights Coalition Welfare of Scientists 

Working Group 

• The purpose of the Primer is to serve as: 

- Resource for scientific societies to begin engaging 

human rights or to expand their current activities 

- An internal document for scientific and engineering 

societies and their members  
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Primer Highlights 

• History of Organizations Promoting Scientific and Academic 

Freedom 

• Moving Forward: Engaging Human Rights in a Scientific 

Context 

• Introduction to Human Rights Violations: Individual 

Scientists 

• Responding to Human Rights Violations 

• Sustaining Momentum: Developing Membership 

Engagement and Investment 
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Primer: Introduction to Human 
Rights Violations 

– Violations of Personal Welfare 

– Restrictions on Mobility 

– Threats from Third-Party Actors 
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Primer: Introduction to Human 
Rights Violations Cont. 

Impetuses for Human Rights Violations 

– Content or context of a scientist’s research 

– Scientist’s sociopolitical opinions, beliefs, or 

actions 

– Diplomatic tensions or the global political climate 

instead of their work 
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Primer Cont. 
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Access the Primer at 

www.acs.org/scienceandhumanrights  

http://www.acs.org/scienceandhumanrights


Webinar Series 

• Taken place since 2011 

• Quarterly series 

• Variety of Topics:  

- Seeding Labs & Empowering Research in Emerging Market 

- Coffee for Justice: Chemistry in Service to Small-Holder Coffee 

Farmers 

- Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 
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2015 Science & Human Rights 
Events 

Symposium at the 249th ACS National Meeting 

The Interface of Chemical and Biological 

Sciences International Disarmament Efforts 

Tuesday, March 24 

Mineral D, Hyatt Regency Denver at the Colorado Convention Center 

Including speakers from: 

• Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

• National Institutes of Health CounterAct Program  

• U.S. Department of Defense: Program Executive Office, 

Assembled Chemical Weapons Alternatives 
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2015 Science & Human Rights 
Events cont. 

Commendation recognizing the  

Organisation for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 

at ACS Denver National Meeting in Denver, Colorado, USA 
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“…contributions…in the peaceful 

application of the chemical 

sciences… 



2015 Science & Human Rights 
Events cont. 

Future Webinars 

• The Malta Conferences – April/May 

 

• Physicians for Human Rights – Summer  

 

• Fall/Winter - TBD 
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Call to Action 

• Conduct online outreach on human rights 

cases through Twitter, Facebook, blogs, and 

other social media outlets  

• Incorporate human rights into curricula 

• Participate in ACS Science and Human Rights 

Webinars 
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Call to Action 

• Participate in letter writing campaigns  

• Sign Online Petitions 
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Call to Action cont. 
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• Dedicate scientific 

articles and 

presentations to a 

specific case or 

individual  

 

Comment for Chemical & 

Engineering News – October 13, 

2014 

Volume 92, Issue 41 



Call to Action Cont. 
Global Chemistry Newsletter 
Monthly Column 
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• Monthly e-newsletter for 

anyone with international 

interests in chemistry 

• Anyone can subscribe 

• Releases 15th of every 

month 

• Dedicated science & human 

rights column 

• Other features: funding 

opportunities & event 

information 

• To subscribe, email 

intlacts@acs.org 

mailto:intlacts@acs.org


Call to Action 
AAAS On-call Scientists 
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Scientists interested in 

volunteering their skills 

and knowledge 

Human rights 

organizations in need of 

scientific expertise 

Who they are: What they do: 
• 800+ volunteer scientists, 

engineers and clinicians 

• More than 100 are chemists 

or chemical engineers  

• Volunteers come from more 

than 40 countries 

• 200+ matches with human 

rights organizations 

• Answer scientific questions 

about evidence or 

methodology 

• Provide specialized expertise 

in investigations  

• Design a survey or help with 

sampling  

• Review documents for 

scientific accuracy  



Most Importantly…Speak Up! 

 

Report any chemistry related human rights 

abridgement to  

intlacts@acs.org  
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QUESTIONS? 
Submit them into your Gotowebinar chat box 

now* 
 

Or, visit: 

www.acs.org/scienceand

humanrights 
 

*Unanswered questions will be addressed after the session and 

posted online at www.acs.org/scienceandhumanrights, along 

with a webinar recording and presentation slides, after the session 

http://www.acs.org/scienceandhumanrights
http://www.acs.org/scienceandhumanrights
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Thank you for tuning in! 
 


