Terms/Acronyms

BWA: Biological Warfare Agent 
CBRNE: chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear, explosive threats


CONOPS: a description of how available resources will be utilized to achieve desired objectives for a specific scenario


CWA: Chemical Warfare Agent

FT-IR  (Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy): a laser-based analytical technique useful for identifying a broad range of organic and inorganic materials.

Hot Zone: the area immediately surrounding a hazardous materials incident site that is directly dangerous to life and health; personnel operating in this areas must wear appropriate levels of protective clothing.

ICP-MS (Inductively Coupled Plasma: Mass Spectrometry): technique for determining trace elements in solution

LIBS (Laser-Induced Breakdown Spectroscopy): a laser based technique to determine the atomic or elemental composition of a target

Raman Spectroscopy:  a laser based technique to determine the molecular composition of a target

"Super bugs”: popular "catch-all" name given to any pathogen that is resistant to all or almost all antibiotic therapies.

Spectral fingerprint: A unique pattern of colors of light given off by an object after laser interrogation.  Allows an unambiguous identification based solely on observing the light given off by the specimen.

TIC/TIM: Toxic Industrial Chemical/Toxic Industrial Material


