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Type them into questions box!

“Why am I muted?”
Don’t worry. Everyone is muted 
except the presenter and host. 
Thank you and enjoy the show. 

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Have Questions?

2

Find the many benefits of ACS membership!

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership 

Join a global community of over 150,000 chemistry professionals
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Benefits of ACS Membership 

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership

Chemical & Engineering News (C&EN) 
The preeminent weekly digital and print news source. 

NEW! ACS SciFinder 
ACS Members receive 25 complimentary SciFinder® research 
activities per year. 

NEW! ACS Career Navigator 
Your source for leadership development, professional 
education, career services, and much more.

4

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

@AmericanChemicalSociety

@AmerChemSociety

@AmericanChemicalSociety

https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-chemical-society
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Be a featured fan on an upcoming webinar! Write to us @ acswebinars@acs.org 
5

“This was a great ACS 
Webinar to not only hear 
about the opportunities 
that NSF was providing 
for broader work in 
transformative research 
and collaboration, but 
also in what that work 
can entail.” 

Annabelle Lolinco
Chemistry Graduate Student,
Iowa State University

http://bit.ly/NSFbigideas
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Learn from the best and brightest minds in chemistry! Hundreds of webinars on 
diverse topics presented by experts in the chemical sciences and enterprise.

Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit and are made available to 
registrants via an email invitation once the recording has been edited and posted.

Live Broadcasts of ACS Webinars  continue to be available to the general public 
every Thursday from 2-3pm ET!

®

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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ChemIDP.org

An individual development 
planning tool for you! 
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8https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy.html
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Upcoming ACS Webinars
www.acs.org/acswebinars

9

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Thursday, July 26, 2018

How to Optimize Central Nervous System Therapeutics: Med Chem Strategies, Tactics, and Workflows 
Co-produced with the ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry and American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

Thursday, July 19, 2018

How Sustainable Chemistry is Safer Chemistry
Co-produced with the ACS Green Chemistry Institute, the ACS Division of Chemical Health & Safety, and the ACS Committee on Chemical Safety

Co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications
10

www.acs.org/acswebinars
Slides available now and an invitation to view the recording will be sent when available.

Become a Science Advocate: How to Engage Your Elected Officials

Allison A. Campbell
Associate Laboratory Director for Earth and Biological 
Sciences, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and 

Immediate-Past President, American Chemical Society

Laura Pence
Professor of Chemistry, University of 

Hartford and Member, American Chemical 
Society Board of Directors

Karen Garcia
Senior Legislative Associate, External Affairs & 
Communications, American Chemical Society
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ALLISON A. CAMPBELL

Associate Laboratory Director for Earth and Biological Sciences, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and Immediate-Past President, American Chemical Society

11

Today’s Plan

12

Overview of 

Advocacy Planning 

Your 

Meeting

Practice 

Example

Review
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• Met in-person

• Phone conversation

• Handwritten letter or email

• Social media interaction

• None of the above

Have you communicated with an elected representative about a scientific issue?
(Choose all that apply)

Congress is Not Inherently Science Savvy

Two PhD STEM scientists 

currently in Congress

14
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There Are Many Issues Where Policy And 
Science Intersect

• Federal funding of research

• Environmental and climate policy

• STEM education

• Taxation of graduate student stipends

• Immigration

• Peer review

15

Engagement Can Happen At All 
Levels Of Government

16

• Congress

• Agencies

• OSTP

National

• Governors

• Assembles

• Agencies

State

• Mayors

• School Boards

• City Councils

Local

17
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Lots Of Policy Action At The State 
And Local Levels

• STEM education

• Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative

• Renewable energy requirements

17

18

• Act4Chemistry

Find Your Legislators

Information And Tools To Help 
With Advocacy Efforts

Policy Statements Toolkit

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy.html
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You Can Meet Your Federally Elected 
Officials in Several Places

• Washington DC office

• District Offices

• Fund Raisers

• Town Halls

• Organized Events

19

Society for Science at User Research 

Facilities Capitol Hill Expo

Professor of Chemistry, University of Hartford and ACS District 1 Director

20

LAURA PENCE
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Having A Successful Meeting

21

Why me?

22
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Scheduling A Meeting

Step 1: Identify your Legislator/Official 

https://whoismyrepresentative.com/

Step 2: Go to the official’s website and 

look for “Contact Me”

23

Scheduling A Meeting, Continued

Either fill out the form

Or call the office you would like to visit 

Follow up via phone

24
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• If I can’t talk to the senator in person, I am best to try again at another time

• If I’m offered a meeting with a staff member instead of the senator, I should take it 
and understand that it’s second best, but that’s what I’ve got

• If I’m offered a meeting with a staff member instead of the senator, I should take it 
and be excited to talk to someone who will know more about my issue.

• None of the above

If I want to set up a meeting to talk policy with my senator, which answer is the 
wisest option?

Know Your Audience

26
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Preparing For A Meeting

Step 3: Identify who will be attending the meeting

Step 4: Prepare your talking points, ask, meeting 

logistics with your group

Step 5:  Practice 

27

Know Your “Ask” 

Staffers expect an ask 

An “ask” can take various forms:

– Support for/opposition to 

legislation, policy

– Funding, appropriations requests

– Other actions: e.g., join the 

chemistry caucus 

28
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The Basics: That Day

• Dress appropriately (business 

professional is encouraged)

• Bring business cards 

• Be on time and be flexible

• Be prepared!

29

Be Flexible 

• Delays happen

– floor votes

– hearings

– surprises & crises du jour

• Productive meetings can happen anywhere

– conference rooms

– reception areas

– hallways

– cafeterias

30
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Practice Talking Points / Ask

• Start with with the “why” not the “what”

• Establish context:  Words have many meanings

• Avoid jargon

• Connect chemistry to everyday life

• You aren’t speaking to scientists

31

Ways To Follow Up

• Send a thank you email to Member/staffers

• Send any materials requested by staffers

• Send other materials that might be helpful

• Visit the district office

• Invite member/staff to ACS-sponsored events

32
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• Senator Mitch McConnell, the Majority Leader

• A senator who seems to be saying a lot in the news on this topic

• One or both of the senators from your own state

• All of the above

There is a current policy issue in the Senate that you are very concerned about. 
Which meeting will allow you to be most effective?

Let’s walk through a meeting 

with Senator Patty Murray

34

Sen. Murray (D-WA)

Practice Meeting
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Do Your Homework

• The Ask:  increased funding for DOE 

and NSF

• Homework

– DOE Office of Science - User facility data 

(users #s, Funding)

– NSF funding- # and specific institutions that 

get NSF funding, specific projects

35

Model Meeting with Sen. Murray

• Introductions 

– Establish yourself as a constituent; your connection to state or district 

and affiliation

• Thanks:

– For your continued support of our veterans

36
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Model Meeting with Sen. Murray

• Ask:

– Increase funding for DOE’s Office of Science and for the National 

Science Foundation

37

DOE Office of Science (SC)

Data:  SC funds ~$200M in WA; 

• Stewards PNNL which employs over 4500 

people and is home to 2 SC user scientific 

facilities

Stories: Importance of user facilities to 

undergraduate institutions

38

Model Meeting with Sen. Murray
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NSF

Stories: Projects and REU

Data: WA ~$153M

39

U of Washington

Eastern 

Wash U

Highline CC

Northwest 

Indian 

College

Model Meeting with Sen. Murray

• Wrap up

– Ask questions:  How does sequestration impact the 

budget process?

– LISTEN

– Repeat ask

– Thank her for her time, Follow up

40

Model Meeting with Sen. Murray
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Putting It All Together

41

Remember - Everyday Scientists Have A Voice

42
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Helpful Resource: ACS Advocacy Toolkit

43

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy/memberadvocacy/advocacy-tools.html

44

Thank You!
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Co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications
45

www.acs.org/acswebinars
Slides available now and an invitation to view the recording will be sent when available.

Become a Science Advocate: How to Engage Your Elected Officials

Allison A. Campbell
Associate Laboratory Director for Earth and Biological 
Sciences, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and 

Immediate-Past President, American Chemical Society

Laura Pence
Professor of Chemistry, University of 

Hartford and Member, American Chemical 
Society Board of Directors

Karen Garcia
Senior Legislative Associate, External Affairs & 
Communications, American Chemical Society

46https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy.html
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Upcoming ACS Webinars
www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Thursday, July 26, 2018

How to Optimize Central Nervous System Therapeutics: Med Chem Strategies, Tactics, and Workflows 

Co-produced with the ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry and American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

Thursday, July 19, 2018

How Sustainable Chemistry is Safer Chemistry

Co-produced with the ACS Green Chemistry Institute, the ACS Division of Chemical Health & Safety, and the ACS Committee on Chemical Safety

Co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications
48

www.acs.org/acswebinars
Slides available now and an invitation to view the recording will be sent when available.

Become a Science Advocate: How to Engage Your Elected Officials

Allison A. Campbell
Associate Laboratory Director for Earth and Biological 
Sciences, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory and 

Immediate-Past President, American Chemical Society

Laura Pence
Professor of Chemistry, University of 

Hartford and Member, American Chemical 
Society Board of Directors

Karen Garcia
Senior Legislative Associate, External Affairs & 
Communications, American Chemical Society
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Be a featured fan on an upcoming webinar! Write to us @ acswebinars@acs.org 
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“This was a great ACS 
Webinar to not only hear 
about the opportunities 
that NSF was providing 
for broader work in 
transformative research 
and collaboration, but 
also in what that work 
can entail.” 

Annabelle Lolinco
Chemistry Graduate Student,
Iowa State University

http://bit.ly/NSFbigideas
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Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

@AmericanChemicalSociety

@AmerChemSociety

@AmericanChemicalSociety

https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-chemical-society
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Benefits of ACS Membership 

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership

Chemical & Engineering News (C&EN) 
The preeminent weekly digital and print news source. 

NEW! ACS SciFinder 
ACS Members receive 25 complimentary SciFinder® research 
activities per year. 

NEW! ACS Career Navigator 
Your source for leadership development, professional 
education, career services, and much more.

52

ACS Webinars  does not endorse any products or services. The views 
expressed in this presentation are those of the presenter and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the American Chemical Society.

®

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 
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Upcoming ACS Webinars
www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Thursday, July 26, 2018

How to Optimize Central Nervous System Therapeutics: Med Chem Strategies, Tactics, and Workflows 

Co-produced with the ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry and American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists 

Thursday, July 19, 2018

How Sustainable Chemistry is Safer Chemistry

Co-produced with the ACS Green Chemistry Institute, the ACS Division of Chemical Health & Safety, and the ACS Committee on Chemical Safety


