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Questions or
Comments?

“Why am I muted?” 
Don’t worry. Everyone is 
muted except the Presenter 
and the Host. Thank you 
and enjoy the show.

Type them into the
questions box!

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Chat
Announcements and

hyperlinks from our team
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linkedin.com/company/
american-chemical-society@amerchemsociety@AmericanChemicalSociety@AmerChemSociety

Let’s Get Social!
Follow the American Chemical Society on Twitter, Facebook, 
Instagram, and LinkedIn for the latest news, events, and 
connect with your colleagues across the Society.

Contact ACS Webinars® at acswebinars@acs.org

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Where is the Webinar Recording?

All Registrants
Watch the unedited recording 
linked in the Thank You Email 

for 24 hours.

www.acs.org/acswebinars

ACS Members w/Premium Package

Visit the ACS Webinars® Library 
to watch the edited and 

captioned recording.
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ACS Industry 
Member Programs

• ACS Industry Matters

ACS member only content with exclusive 
insights from industry leaders to help you 
succeed in your career. #ACSIndustryMatters

Preview Content: acs.org/indnl

• ACS Innovation Hub LinkedIn Group

Connect, collaborate and stay informed about 
the trends leading chemical innovation.

Join: bit.ly/ACSinnovationhub
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7https://chemidp.acs.org

A Career Planning Tool For Chemical Scientists

ChemIDP is an Individual Development Plan 
designed specifically for graduate students and 
postdoctoral scholars in the chemical sciences. 
Through immersive, self-paced activities, users 
explore potential careers, determine specific skills 
needed for success, and develop plans to achieve 
professional goals. ChemIDP tracks user progress 
and input, providing tips and strategies to 
complete goals and guide career exploration.

8www.acs.org/careerconsulting

Career Consultant Directory

• ACS Member-exclusive program that allows you to arrange a one-on-one appointment with 
a certified ACS Career Consultant.

• Consultants provide personalized career advice to ACS Members.

• Browse our Career Consultant roster and request your one-on-one appointment today!
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REGISTER TODAY 
ABCChem.org

10

ACS Career Resources

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/personal-career-consulting.html

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/developing-growing-in-your-career.html

9

10

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/personal-career-consulting.html
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/careers/developing-growing-in-your-career.html


10/12/2022

6

If you are a student from a group underrepresented in the chemical sciences, we 

want to empower you to get your graduate degree!

The ACS Bridge Program offers:

• A FREE common application that will highlight your achievements 

to participating Bridge Departments

• Resources to help write competitive grad school applications and 

connect you with mentors, students, and industry partners!

Are you thinking of Grad School?

Learn more and apply at www.acs.org/bridge

Email us at bridge@acs.org

ACS Bridge Program

11

11

12

http://www.acs.org/bridge
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acsgcipr.org

14

ACS OFFICE OF DEIR
Advancing ACS' Core Value of Diversity, Equity, 

Inclusion and Respect

Resources

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/about/diversity.html
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Register for Free Browse the Upcoming Schedule at www.acs.org/acswebinars

Creating Psychedelic Analogs to 
Treat Neuropsychiatric Disease

Thurs., Oct. 20, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:15pm ET

Co-produced with ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry, 
the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, 
and ACS Publications

Addressing Sustainability Challenges 
with Earth Abundant Metal Catalysis

Thurs., Oct. 27, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:00pm ET

Co-produced with the ACS Office of Sustainable 
Development and Organometallics

La Electroquímica

Mier., Oct. 26, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:00pm ET

Co-produced with Sociedad Química de México and 
Chemical & Engineering News
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THIS ACS WEBINAR® 

WILL BEGIN SHORTLY…

🖐 Say hello in the 
questions window!

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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THOMAS HOLME, PhD

Editor-in-Chief, Journal of Chemical 
Education & Morrill Professor, 

Department of Chemistry, Iowa 
State University

Associate Editor, Journal of Medicinal 
Chemistry & Professor of Organic 

Chemistry, University of Cape Town, 
South Africa

Managing Editor, 
ACS Publications

BECKY MILLER, BA

Program Manager, 
ACS on Campus

KELLY CHIBALE, PhD LORRAINE CLARK, PhD

Debunking Publishing Myths: 
10 Tips for Publishing in ACS Journals

This ACS Webinar ® is co-produced with the ACS on Campus and ACS Publications.

Download
the Presentation Slides
Under Handouts

18

How familiar are you with the publishing process in ACS Journals?

* If your answer differs greatly from the choices above tell us in the questions window!

• A) Not Familiar, ex. I have not been published before in any Journals

• B) Not Very Familiar, ex. I have been published in scientific journals, but not an ACS Journal

• C) Familiar, ex. I have been published in ACS Journals before

• D) Very Familiar, ex. I am part of the ACS Publications team

ANSWER THE QUESTION ON THE INTERACTIVE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

Audience Survey Question

17
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19Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Ten Tips for 
Scholarly Publishing

20Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Anatomy of a Manuscript

19

20
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21Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

8 Key Components of a Research Article

ANATOMY OF A MANUSCRIPT

Title Abstract and 
TOC Graphic

Introduction Results and 
Discussion

Conclusions References Supporting 
Graphics

Experimental 
Section

22Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

8 Key Components of a Manuscript in ChemEd

ANATOMY OF A MANUSCRIPT

Title Abstract and 
TOC Graphic

Introduction

Results and 
Discussion

Conclusions References Supporting 
Graphics

Methods
Section

Increasingly, 

graphics are 

best embedded 

in the text itself.

21

22



10/12/2022

12

23Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

The Ten Tips

24Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Create a Useful Outline

TEN TIPS

Collect 

data and 

understand 

advances

Ask 

Questions -

Why? What? 

How?

Organize 

data by 

importance, 

not time

Evaluate need 

for and 

create useful 

figures

Share your 

outline with 

coauthors for 

feedback

Draft the 

outline as 

early as 

possible

23

24



10/12/2022

13

25Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Choose the Journal Carefully

TEN TIPS

Tips

▪ ACS publishes more than 60 journals

▪ More than 20 ACS journals publish materials science

▪ To choose the best journal, understand these needs 

for your manuscript:

• Community fit and scope

• Manuscript type

• Impact and appeal to audience served

• Open access needs

• Related research published 

26Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Read and Follow 

the Guidelines

The journal and ethical 

guidelines were written 

to help YOU!

publish.acs.org

pubs.acs.org/page/policy/ethics/index.html

For example, Manuscript Types may vary 

among journals and the guidelines are how to 

know which type is best for your manuscript.

TEN TIPS

25
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https://publish.acs.org/
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Tell a Story

1. Identify your main theme

2. Explain why the problem is 

important (& what related 

ideas are already known)

3. Provide “already known” 

context via prior literature

4. Conclusion should 

summarize your main 

message and main advance

TEN TIPS

5. Provide sufficient details in 

experimental (or methodology) for 

others to replicate if desired

6. Analyze the data thoroughly 

and objectively

7. Include the right balance (or level) 

of data

8. Avoid acronyms, with 

few exceptions

28Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Avoid common language pitfalls

TEN TIPS

Imprecise language Translation

“It has long been known” I did not look up the reference

“In my experience” Once

“In many cases” Twice

“In a series of cases” Thrice

“It is believed that” I think

“It is generally believed that” A few other people think so, too

“Clearly” Often, not that clear

Tell a Story

27
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29Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Draw Graphics with Care

Graphics should help the reader comprehend the story you are trying to tell.

TEN TIPS

Figures should 
contain real data 

that tells your 
story

Use color Graphics must 
be original 

unpublished 
artwork

Be clear and 
precise  - use 
readable fonts

Where can I learn more?
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/jz500997e

Include error 
analysis

Don’t distort visual impact 

of the data with choice of 

axis ranges. 

31Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Attract Readers with the Title and TOC Graphic

TEN TIPS

Select strong 
action verbs 

and avoid 
overuse of 

adjectives, and 
avoid adverbs

Make your 
words resonate 

with the TOC 
graphic and 
include key 

words for SEO

Avoid 
buzzwords, 

acronyms, and 
abbreviations

Use a maximum 
of 20 words 

and be 
grammatically 

sound

Avoid potential 
untested 

applications 
and hard-to-
justify claims

See also:

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/cm5017917

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsanm.0c01089

Create a Strong Title

29
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https://pubs.acs.org/doi/pdf/10.1021/jz500997e
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/full/10.1021/cm5017917
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acsanm.0c01089
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32Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

No stamps, 

currency,

logos, 

trademarks
Uphold the 

standards, be 

realistic, be 

professional

Use original 

unpublished 

artwork by an 

author

Use familiar 

software to 

eliminate 

errors

Color use is 

strongly 

encouraged, 

be creative 

Simple yet 

informative 

and fits in 

rectangle

Write 1-2 

sentence 

take-home 

message

Look at 

examples and 

read 

guidelines

Creating your TOC Graphic

How to get 

started

Quality and 

originality

Understand 

the basics

TEN TIPS

Attract Readers with the Title and TOC Graphic

33Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Avoid Plagiarism

Plagiarism and related issues

▪ Self-plagiarism 

▪ Concurrent submission

▪ Prior publication

Source: https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/nn3000912

Where can I read more about 

plagiarism and related issues?

https://publicationethics.org/

TEN TIPS

32
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34Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Revise, Edit, and Rework
TEN TIPS

Where can I learn more?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q3mrRH2aS98

Tips

▪ A good manuscript goes through many 

drafts before submission

▪ Revisions are an important part of the 

process, and give all authors the time to 

support and edit the manuscript prior to 

submission

▪ ”Fresh eyes” later in the revision process 

can often be quite helpful

35Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Prepare the SI with Care

TEN TIPS

What goes in the SI?

▪ Data that further substantiates your claims 

▪ Cross-reference the SI in the main text to 

provide an easy-to-follow manuscript

▪ Do add movies and/or photos of experiments 

to assist readers

Where can I find journal guidelines for 

submission of SI?

https://publish.acs.org/publish/

Journal homepages

Updated ACS Guide to Scholarly 

Communication Online

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/book/10.1021/acsguide

In Chemistry Education manuscripts, the 

SI often includes important information for 

how to implement the educational 

innovation described in the manuscript

34
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36Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Write a Clear, Accurate 

Cover Letter

TEN TIPS

Where can I learn more?
https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.jproteome.6b01068

Tips

▪ Address the Editor-in-Chief directly by name

▪ Include the title of the manuscript and the name 

of the journal you are submitting to

▪ Explain why the work is appropriate for the 

journal’s readership

▪ Include your “take home message” – be concise!

37Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Where can I find journal guidelines 

and templates for submission?

https://publish.acs.org/publish/

Journal homepages

Updated ACS Guide to Scholarly 

Communication Online

https://pubs.acs.org/doi/book/10.1021/acsguide

ACS Authoring Services: 

https://authoringservices.acs.org/en/

or

https://authoringservices.acs.org/cn/

Additional Key Resources

36
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https://pubs.acs.org/doi/10.1021/acs.jproteome.6b01068
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38Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Choose the Journal Carefully

39Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

When am I ready to write a manuscript for J. Med. Chem.?

Ask yourself:

Does my data “tell a story,” or are they merely 

pieces of information?

Do the results provide novel insights and 

advance the field? 

Does it fit the scope of J Med Chem?

If in doubt, reach out to the Editor-in-Chief 

directly with presubmission inquiries or any other 

questions or concerns

© S. Harris ScienceCartoonsPlus.com
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40Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Key manuscript components 

and telling a story

41Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

What should I write in my J. Med. Chem. manuscript?

Title: As specific as possible.

Abstract: Brief account of goals and major findings; often written after the draft has 

been completed. Use a bold TOC graphic to draw attention to your research.

Introduction: Describe the topic and position your work relative to published studies.

Methods: Concise and precise.

Results: Describe your findings.

Discussion: Put your findings again into context; draw conclusions.

Concluding remarks: Another brief summary of the study and its major findings.

40
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Myth Busting Perceived Requirements for Publishing with J. Med. Chem.

Submission Checklist no longer required – regular cover letter sufficient.

Manuscripts can be submitted using the ACS template or as a general Word document.

Include figures/tables/schemes, etc. in the text, with their location based on text 

references (not at the end of the document).

Consider specific requirements for certain manuscript types, such as Drug Annotations 

(detailed SAR description preferred) and Perspectives (not the same as reviews, provide 

lessons learned in addition to an overview of a given topic).

Source: Simplifying Submission Requirements for the Journal of Medicinal Chemistry, J. Med. Chem. 2021, 64, 12, 

7877–7878.

43Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Reasons for 

manuscript rejection

42
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Reasons for Rejection: Overview

INAPPROPRIATE journal

Wrong scope/audience

PREMATURE publication

Conclusions not validated and/or not supported by the data

LACK of novelty

Reporting routine results

Reading like a lab report or merely tabulating data

Duplicating earlier work

© S. Harris ScienceCartoonsPlus.com

45Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Reasons for Rejection – Manuscript Considerations

FAILURE to include experimental procedures used in the synthesis of target compounds in the 

Experimental section of the manuscript

Use Supporting Information for routine experimental detail

FAILURE to properly cite literature precedent

INADEQUATE characterization of compounds or materials

UNCLEAR word choice or phrasing

LACK of focus

Trying to cover too much material

Presentation of data scattered

MISSING important control experiments

FAILURE to address alternative explanations in cases where conclusion is not supported by data 

presented in the manuscript

MAKING (unintended) unjustified strong statements 

44
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46Ten Tips for Scholarly Publishing

Reasons for Rejection: J. Med. Chem.

MOLECULAR modifications of reported chemical series not leading to a significantly improved 

understanding of structure-activity relationships (SAR) OR not utilizing novel chemical or biological 

approaches.

The bar is higher for a known chemical series. 

MEDICINAL chemistry rationale behind the synthesis of analogues not developed. 

NEW moderately active inhibitors of a well-established drug target. 

LIMITED SAR and inclusion of compounds already reported. 

MISSING purity statement “All compounds are >95% pure by HPLC.” HPLC traces should be included 

for representative compounds that have in vitro data and for all compounds with in vivo data 

described in the manuscript. Reasons for any exceptions/exclusions should be explained. 

51

THE LIVE Q&A IS
ABOUT TO BEGIN!

Keep submitting your questions 
in the questions window!

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Register for Free Browse the Upcoming Schedule at www.acs.org/acswebinars

Creating Psychedelic Analogs to 
Treat Neuropsychiatric Disease

Thurs., Oct. 20, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:15pm ET

Co-produced with ACS Division of Medicinal Chemistry, 
the American Association of Pharmaceutical Scientists, 
and ACS Publications

Addressing Sustainability Challenges 
with Earth Abundant Metal Catalysis

Thurs., Oct. 27, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:00pm ET

Co-produced with the ACS Office of Sustainable 
Development and Organometallics

La Electroquímica

Mier., Oct. 26, 2022 | 2:00pm–3:00pm ET

Co-produced with Sociedad Química de México and 
Chemical & Engineering News

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Edited Recordings
are an exclusive benefit for ACS Members with the 
Premium Package and can be accessed in the 
ACS Webinars® Library at www.acs.org/acswebinars

Learn from the best and brightest minds in chemistry!
Hundreds of webinars on a wide range of topics relevant to 
chemistry professionals at all stages of their careers, presented 
by top experts in the chemical sciences and enterprise.

Live Broadcasts
of ACS Webinars® continue to be available free to 
the general public several times a week generally 
from 2-3pm ET. Visit www.acs.org/acswebinars to 
register* for upcoming webinars. 

*Requires FREE ACS ID
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ACS Webinars® does not endorse any 
products or services. The views expressed in 
this presentation are those of the presenter 
and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the American Chemical Society.

Contact ACS Webinars® at acswebinars@acs.org
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