
 

REGULAR SESSION 
Board of Directors 

Sunday, August 20, 2017, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m. 
Walter E. Washington Convention Center 

Ballroom A/B  
Washington, District of Columbia 

 

AGENDA 
 

TIME    ITEM 
 
SUNDAY, August 20, 2017 
 
12:00 p.m. – 12:05 p.m. 1. Chair’s Welcome, Introduction of Board, and Report 

• Executive Session Actions 
 
12:05 p.m. – 12:13 p.m. 2. Report of Officers 

a. President (oral) 
b. President-Elect (oral) 
c. Immediate Past President (oral) 
d. Executive Director/CEO (oral) 

 
12:13 p.m. – 12:43 p.m. 3. Federal Investment in Science: The Past, Present and  
     Future and the Role of ACS 

 

Glenn Ruskin, Director 
External Affairs & Communications  
Office of the Secretary and General Counsel 
 

Anthony Pitagno, Director 
Government Affairs & Outreach 
External Affairs & Communications 
Office of the Secretary and General Counsel 

 
12:43 p.m. – 12:58 p.m. 4. Audience Q&A/Comments with the Board of Directors  
 
12:58 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  5. Adjourn the Regular Session 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 
ACS responds to the President’s FY 2018 budget 

 
WASHINGTON, March 16, 2017 — President Donald J. Trump’s announced fiscal year 2018 budget 
would increase defense spending by $54 billion, taking defense programs up to $639 billion while 
cutting non-defense programs, including scientific research, to pay for the offset. The American 
Chemical Society (ACS) finds these potential cuts extremely concerning because robust, sustained and 
predictable investments in non-defense research have proven to be critical to the nation’s innovation 
infrastructure, job creation and economic growth.   
 
The proposed budget would upend the Budget Control Act of 2011, which called for over $900 billion in 
budget cuts over 10 years in exchange for a commensurate increase in the U.S. debt ceiling.  A key 
component of the 2011 law was that the budget cuts were to be applied equally to both defense and 
non-defense budgets. If the President’s budget is enacted as presented, the $54 billion increase in 
defense spending will need to be taken from non-defense domestic accounts, including critical science-
related budgets. 
 
“ACS will continue to advocate for a strengthening of our national commitment to scientific research 
supported by key federal agencies such as the Chemical Safety Board, the Department of Energy, the 
Environmental Protection Agency, the National Institute of Standards and Technology, the National 
Institutes of Health, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the National Science 
Foundation,” Executive Director and CEO Thomas Connelly Jr., Ph.D., says. “Sustained, predictable 
and robust funding is an essential ingredient in boosting our nation’s future in the form of discoveries, 
processes and knowledge, all of which lead to new products, services, industries and jobs.” 
 
ACS continues to urge the Administration and Congress to work together to establish a truly balanced 
budgetary and appropriations blueprint to protect our national security and our economy as well as the 
needed investments in our innovation infrastructure. Such a blueprint would help avoid sudden funding 
swings that could destabilize our future growth and prosperity.   
 
The Society’s comprehensive policy priorities, individual public policy statements and related materials 
are available at www.acs.org/policy. 
 
The American Chemical Society is a not-for-profit federally chartered scientific organization.. ACS is the 
world’s largest scientific society and a global leader in providing access to chemistry-related research 
through its multiple databases, peer-reviewed journals and scientific conferences. ACS does not 
conduct research, but publishes and publicizes peer-reviewed scientific studies. Its main offices are in 
Washington, D.C., and Columbus, Ohio. 
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FY2018 Budget & Appropriations for Science 
 
Chemistry is supported by a number of agencies across the federal government.  With the fiscal 
year 2018 (October 2017-Sepetember 2018) budget, the administration has proposed a number 
of dramatic changes to programs that fund chemical research, standards, and safety measures.  
 
View agency-by-agency breakdowns of the changes and how they would impact the chemical 
enterprise at the following website: 
 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/policy/federal-budget-for-science.html 
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