COMMITTEE ON CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS

American Chemical Society
member vs. MEMBER and/or STUDENT MEMBER,

affiliates, Corporation Associates, and students
A. member vs. MEMBER and/or STUDENT MEMBER

1. There are two classifications of “member” of the AMERICAN CHEMICAL SOCIETY, “MEMBER” and “STUDENT MEMBER”.

When reference is made to one classification of member so as to exclude the other classification, one should use the designation “MEMBER” or “STUDENT MEMBER”. Referring to both classifications as “MEMBERS and STUDENT MEMBERS” can be achieved simply by referring to “members”. The lowercase “members” includes both classifications (MEMBERS and STUDENT MEMBERS) and is the term used throughout much of the SOCIETY’s Constitution, Bylaws, and Regulations. It is required that this terminology be used in all bylaws of Divisions, Local Sections, International Chemical Sciences Chapters, bylaws for divisions in probationary status and Charter bylaws for new Local Sections and International Chemical Sciences Chapters.
a. Article IV, Section 1: “The members of the SOCIETY shall be those individuals who are interested in the objects of the SOCIETY and who meet the requirements for MEMBERS or STUDENT MEMBERS, as provided in the Bylaws.”

b. Bylaw I, Sec. 3, a: “The Admissions Committee may approve for MEMBER a person who meets any of the following requirements for formal training, experience, or employment in a chemical science or .in a related field of natural science, engineering, technology, or science education. Natural sciences are those that deal with matter, energy, and their interrelationships and transformations ....”
c. Bylaw I, Sec. 3, b: “The Admissions Committee may approve for STUDENT MEMBER a person who is actively working toward an undergraduate degree in a chemical science or in a related field of natural science, engineering, technology, or science education from an appropriately accredited educational institution, or one acceptable to the Admissions Committee. A STUDENT MEMBER may retain such status only as long as that person is actively working toward such a degree. A STUDENT MEMBER who no longer meets the requirements for STUDENT MEMBER but does meet the requirements for MEMBER shall be reclassified no later than the beginning of the following membership year.”
d. Bylaw I, Sec. 3, b (second paragraph): “A STUDENT MEMBER shall be entitled to all privileges of membership except that of holding an elective position of the SOCIETY, its Local Sections, or its Divisions, and the privilege of serving as Temporary Substitute Councilor; however, if the bylaws of the Local Section or Division so permit, a STUDENT MEMBER may hold an elective position of the Local Section or Division, other than Councilor or Alternate Councilor.....”

e. Bylaw I, Sec. 3, d: “Any person, qualified as specified in Sec. 3, a or b above... shall be declared elected a MEMBER or a STUDENT MEMBER of the SOCIETY....”

f. Bylaw XIII, Sec. 3, d: “A member of the SOCIETY who has accumulated at least thirty-five years of paid membership, ... is eligible for emeritus status ... and shall have all the privileges of membership that were held at the time of certification to emeritus status.”
2. Members of the SOCIETY as members in Local Sections and Divisions:

a. Article XII, Sec. 4: “(a) Except as hereinafter provided, all members of the SOCIETY who reside in that portion of the United States set apart by the Council as the territory of a given Local Section shall be considered members of that Local Section, and shall be so enrolled, ...”

b. Bylaw I, Sec. 3, b (second paragraph): “... if the bylaws of the Local Section or Division so permit, a STUDENT MEMBER may hold an elective position of the Local Section or Division, other than Councilor or Alternate Councilor.”

c. Bylaw VIII, Sec. 3, a: “A member of the SOCIETY may join any Division of the SOCIETY by enrolling with the Division and meeting the requirements of the bylaws of the Division.”

If a Local Section or Division permits STUDENT MEMBERS to hold elective office, except as Councilors or Alternate Councilors, the exception should be stated in the bylaws (e.g., “STUDENT MEMBERS may hold elective positions, other than Councilor or Alternate Councilor.”). Otherwise, a statement is not necessary.

3. Councilors and Alternate Councilors (MEMBERS of the SOCIETY) are elected by the “members” of Local Sections and Divisions. Councilors, Alternate Councilors, and Temporary Substitute Councilors must be MEMBERS of the SOCIETY. STUDENT MEMBERS may not be appointed to and may not hold any of these positions.

a. Article VII, Section 1, a: “... and Councilors representing Local Sections and Divisions, all of whom shall be known as voting Councilors, if MEMBERS of the SOCIETY.... Each Division and each Local Section shall elect Councilors and Alternate Councilors as provided in the Bylaws...” (Also see Bylaw III, Section 1).
b. Article X, Sec. 4: “Councilors and Alternate Councilors from Local Sections and Divisions shall be elected by a ballot distributed to all members of the respective Local Sections and Divisions....”

c. Bylaw III, Section 1, f: “If every Councilor and Alternate Councilor of a given Local Section or Division will be absent from a Council meeting, and thus leave the Local Section or Division without representation at such meeting, the Local Section or Division may designate one of its MEMBERS as a fully accredited Temporary Substitute Councilor, with power to vote….”

d. Bylaw III, Section 1, g: “A Councilor shall be entitled to only one vote, regardless of the number of categories under which that MEMBER may qualify as Councilor.”

4. Composition of Committees (Council, Society, etc.) of the SOCIETY:

a. Article VII, Sec. 3, e: “The Council shall provide for such Standing Committees, composed wholly of voting Councilors ...” (must be MEMBERS).

b. Article VII, Sec. 3, g: “The Council may provide for Other Committees, members of which need not be Councilors, ...” (may be MEMBERS, STUDENT MEMBERS, or non members).

c. Bylaw III, Sec. 3, g(4): “Other Joint Board-Council Committees may have any composition of membership and size ...” (may be MEMBERS, STUDENT MEMBERS, or non members).

5. 5. Officers and Directors of the SOCIETY:

a. Bylaw III, Section 1, d. Ex Officio Councilors: “The President, the President-Elect, the Directors, the Past Presidents, the Executive Director, and the Secretary shall serve as Ex Officio Councilors, if MEMBERS of the SOCIETY.”

b. Bylaw V, Sec. 2, a, President-Elect: “On or before January 15, the Committee on Nominations and Elections shall transmit ... the names of four MEMBERS of the SOCIETY as nominees for President-Elect.”

c. Bylaw V, Sec. 3, a, Director-at-Large: “On or before January 15, the Committee on Nominations and Elections shall transmit to the Executive Director of the SOCIETY the names of the MEMBERS of the SOCIETY selected as nominees for the positions of Director-at-Large to be filled….”

d. Bylaw V, Sec. 4, c, District Director: “On or before January 15, the Committee on Nominations and Elections shall transmit to the Executive Director of the SOCIETY the names of not fewer than four MEMBERS of the SOCIETY as nominees for each position of District Director to be filled....”

e. Bylaw V, Sec. 5. Nomination for President-Elect by Councilor Petition: “Wherever in these Bylaws provision is made for selection of candidates for President-Elect by the Council…, nothing herein shall prohibit petitions for nomination from the floor at the Council meeting.... MEMBERS whose names are so presented shall become nominees for that office.”

f. Bylaw V, Sec. 9, b: “If any MEMBER who is already a Councilor or Director shall be elected to an office which includes ex officio membership on the Council or Board of Directors, acceptance of such office shall be considered to involve resignation of the former position as Councilor or Director, and the position thus vacated shall be filled in the manner prescribed in these Bylaws.”

B. Affiliates = Society Affiliates, Local Section Affiliates, and Division Affiliates (of the SOCIETY)
Article V, Sec. 4: “Neither Society Affiliates nor Corporation Associates nor affiliates of a Local Section or Division shall be or represent themselves as members of the SOCIETY.”

Bylaw II, Sec. 5: “A Society Affiliate, Local Section Affiliate, Division Affiliate, or Corporation Associate may be dropped for good and sufficient reasons.”

These “affiliates” shall and/or may have affiliate status in the SOCIETY, Local Sections, and Divisions. Privileges, dues, etc., can be found in the following Articles, Bylaws, and Regulations:


Article V;


Bylaw II; Bylaw VII, Sec. 9, b, Sec. 11, b; Bylaw VIII, Sec. 3, b, Sec. 7, b;

C. Corporation Associates of the SOCIETY:

Corporation Associates are not members or affiliates of the SOCIETY.


Article V, Sec. 1 and 4; Bylaw II, Sec. 4
D. Students:

1. Student Affiliates. Please note that Student Affiliate is no longer a category of affiliation with the SOCIETY. Those provisions have been deleted from the Constitution (Article V., Sec. 1, Sec. 4 and former Sec. 6) and Bylaws (Bylaw II, former Sections 1 and 2 and renumbered 5; Bylaw VI, section 4) and should be deleted from any Local Section or Division documents being revised or reviewed. Student Affiliates have been replaced by STUDENT MEMBER. References to STUDENT MEMBERS may be found in Article IV, Section 1 and Bylaw I, Section 3, b which are quoted above in Section 1, a of this document. In the place of Student Affiliates or STUDENT MEMBERS, there are several other possible categories of identification with the SOCIETY.

2. Graduate students are eligible to be MEMBERS of the SOCIETY, as defined above and in SOCIETY documents. They are entitled to all the rights and privileges of a MEMBER, including voting and holding office. Graduate students are entitled to national dues (renumbered Bylaw XIII, section 3.i) and meetings discounts (Bylaw VI., Sec. 4). As now revised, the Bylaws do not explicitly permit Local Section or Division dues discounts for graduate student MEMBERS as they do for STUDENT MEMBERS (renumbered Bylaw XIII., Section 4).
3. Society Affiliates, Local Section Affiliates, Division Affiliates. These ongoing provisions permit anyone with an interest to join as Society Affiliates (Article V, renumbered Section 2 and Bylaw II, renumbered Section 3), Local Section Affiliates (Article V, renumbered Section 3 and Bylaw II, renumbered Section 1) or Division Affiliates (Article V, renumbered Section 3 and Bylaw II, renumbered section 2). However, the minimum dues for students as Local Section Affiliates and Division Affiliates have been eliminated.
4. Student Chapters. A new structure has been established to replace Student Affiliate Chapters and potentially include students who do not choose to join as STUDENT MEMBERS or who are ineligible to join as STUDENT MEMBERS. Provisions regarding Student Chapters are found in new Article XV and new Bylaw X. The Student Chapters are considered organizations of their institutions, not of the SOCIETY. Accordingly, there are no provisions for any formal organizational links between Student Chapters and Local Sections or Divisions.
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