Report to Council

Committee on Community Activities

Dallas, TX
March 19, 2014
Mister President, Board of Directors, and Fellow Councilors,

As you entered, you should have noted on your chair a copy of Celebrating Chemistry, a product of the ACS Department of Volunteer Support in conjunction with the Committee on Community Activities (CCA).  This issue is in advance of Chemists Celebrate Earth Day (CCED), the theme of which is "The Wonders of Water", exploring the unique properties of water that are crucial for life and a cleaner environment. Your Local Section CCED Coordinator can order, from the ACS Store, up to three boxes (750 copies) of this publication, which contains safety-vetted articles and activities that are appropriate for fourth through sixth grade students.  The publication is also available in Spanish.  More information can be found on the newly-redesigned CCED webpage at www.acs.org/earthday.
CCA held a strategic planning retreat in November and developed a new vision and mission, which were adopted at this meeting.  The vision of CCA is "Improving the public understanding and appreciation of chemistry through excellence in outreach", and the mission of CCA is "Supporting ACS members and volunteers by facilitating safe, fun and effective community outreach".  Along with the vision and mission, goals were set which caused a change in one of our subcommittees. The subcommittee formerly known as Evaluation and Technology, E&T, will now go by the name of Tools and Training, T&T.
During this meeting, the Committee also voted on a title for CCED 2015, "Climate Science: More Than Just a Weather Report".

Our outreach event at the Dallas National Meeting was held at the Perot Museum of Nature and Science!  Forty-five volunteers from student groups and members of CCA presented eight tables of hands-on activities from 10 am – 2 pm, reaching an estimated 400 members of the public.  At the end of the activities, kids received a goody bag containing a copy of Celebrating Chemistry, an Earth Day pin and a temporary tattoo.
CCA encourages Local Section Councilors to ensure their Local Section has a Member of the Society appointed as Chemists Celebrate Earth Day and National Chemistry Week Coordinator.
Mister President, this concludes my report.
George L. Heard, Chair

