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delegation in support of specific provisions.
When the bill was debated on the Senate floor, I was responsible for tracking,
researching, and proposing positions on
amendments. Those recommendations required balancing science with state and regional concerns; as a scientist, my data evaluation skills uniquely suited the challenge.
The bill passed the Senate in May 2013, and
in June 2014, it was signed into law.
WHEN WE FINISHED our fellowships in

August 2013, Vickie moved to an American
Association for the Advancement of Science fellowship working on energy policy
at the State Department’s China desk, and I
returned to the University of Hartford and
resumed my leadership of the ACS Committee on Environmental Improvement.
Looking back, it is clear that our experiences shared many elements. Great
mentors helped each of us understand the
policy world and the best ways to apply
our scientific insights and skills. Going
well beyond our assigned issues, we used
our knowledge and experience to develop
relationships and help others meet goals.
We also became adept at meeting diverse
stakeholders, understanding their perspectives and concerns, and integrating this
information into analyses that were informed, but not controlled, by our science.
Our training in research, analysis, and
communication makes scientists uniquely
qualified to contribute to public policy
both on issues of particular interest to science and on those more broadly relevant to
society. However, to apply that insight and
experience, we must understand the nuances of the policy process that empower
us to deliver our contributions to those
with different perspectives. Scientists’
success in influencing the policy world
can be informed by this simple wisdom
from Charles Darwin: “In the long history
of humankind ... those who learned to collaborate and improvise most effectively
have prevailed.”
More information about the ACS Public
Policy Fellowships, including how to apply,
can be found at www.acs.org/policyfellow.
Views expressed on this page are those of
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