SOCED REPORT TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Philadelphia, PA
Sunday, August 21, 2016
The Society Committee on Education (SOCED) met in Subcommittee and full Committee on Friday, August 19, 2016. 
SOCED Chair Diane Krone updated the Committee on a number of issues, including new Program Funding Requests, Society Program Portfolio Management (SPPM), and events of interest in Philadelphia.  After discussion of SPPM, the Committee passed a resolution that recognizes the value of regular review along with its concern that reporting requirements may be detracting from staff time devoted to programs.  SOCED recommends a careful review of the time needed for the SPPM process. 
SOCED voted to take no position on the Petition for Removal of Officers and Councilors  and the Petition on the Rights of Affiliates.

The Committee discussed possible changes to the composition requirements of Society committees and the requirement for Chairs and Vice-Chairs to be Councilors.  Members expressed a variety of opinions and were encouraged to provide further feedback to the Committee on Committees liaison.

SOCED received an update from government affairs staff in the Office of Public Affairs on federal science education policy.  The Committee voted to continue the current Science Education Policy Statement.  Four policy statements related to the work of the Committee expire next year.  SOCED identified two teams to work on the Science Education and Evolution statements.  It also identified representatives to work with other Society committees on Visa and Science Budget Statements.

SOCED received an update from its representative on the Board Committee on Professional and Member Relations Task Force that is revising the volunteer webpage “Get Involved, Stay Involved”.  The Committee was asked to provide feedback on the proposed design for the new page.
Committee on Professional Training (CPT) Chair Tom Wenzel highlighted CPT activities since the San Diego meeting.  CPT is developing a survey to gauge the scope of the use of online and virtual laboratories at U.S. institutions.  CPT also prepared a report on international program recognition that, in part, recommends further study of the market for such a program.
SOCED discussed the National Academies 2016 report “Barriers and Opportunities in Completing  2-Year and 4-Yearr STEM Degrees: Systematic Change to Support Students’ Diverse Pathways”.  The Committee did not recommend action but suggested that programming at meetings could explore the recommendations further.
The Committee voted to dismiss two task forces with thanks. The SOCED/DivCHED Task Force on General Chemistry Performance Expectations recommended seeking NSF funding and has started recruiting interested departments for a workshop, as part of a process for the creation of performance expectations in general chemistry. The Two-Year College Task Force held symposia at the San Diego meeting and the Biennial Conference on Chemical Education  as part of its final dissemination efforts for the Two-Year College Guidelines.  Both task forces have completed their charges. 
The Committee was informed of recent activities related to the new American Association of Chemistry Teachers. More than 3,900 individuals, 88 percent of whom are K-12 teachers, are now AACT members. This represents a 20 percent increase in membership since the San Diego National Meeting.
SOCED received an overview of the new online tool Hazard Assessment in Research Laboratories, a collaboration between the ACS Committee on Chemical Safety and ACS staff in Education and Web Strategy and Operations.  The site is based on Identifying and Evaluating Hazards in Research Laboratories, a guide created in response to a recommendation by the U.S. Chemical Safety Board.
The success of the U.S. National Chemistry Olympiad team, which earned one gold, two silver, and one bronze medal at the International Chemistry Olympiad in July, was highlighted.  The top U.S. student also achieved the 8th highest score overall.

Respectfully submitted,

Diane Krone, Chair

