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April 2017
Madame President and fellow Councilors,  

The Committee on Membership Affairs (MAC) continues to focus on efforts to recruit and retain members.  The Society ended 2016 with 156,129 members, which is 0.5% less than 2015. Over 23,700 new members were attracted in 2016. We ended the year with 27,388 international members, exceeding our target by 5%. The year-end retention rate was 83.5%. Retention of graduate students increased by 2% to 76.2%.
During this meeting MAC heard from the Joint Board-CPC task force on Governance Design.  MAC is actively discussing how the committee can support this initiative to bring further value to our members through increased flexibility to recruit, retain and serve the membership.
MAC reviewed the Petition on International Chemical Sciences Chapters and fully endorses the petitioner’s intent to allow financial support to these chapters.
A market data collection test providing a $15 commission payment to International Science Chapters expired in 2016.  More information can be found on p. 84 of your council agenda book.  On behalf of the Committee on Membership Affairs, I move and CPC concurs, that the provision of $15 commissions to International Chemical Sciences Chapters for recruitment of new members be extended for an additional three years. Madame President the motion is ready for discussion and vote by Council.
MAC has considered the Petition on the Rights of Affiliates, which is up for action at this meeting.  The Committee supports the petitioner's intent to align the voting and participation rights of Affiliates within Local Sections and Divisions. MAC supports the revised version of the petition as presented. I now yield the floor to Jim Carver, Chair of the Committee on Constitution and Bylaws, for action on the petition beginning on page 85 of the Council agenda. 
Madame President and fellow Councilors, this concludes my report.  
 
Margaret Schooler - Chair
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