
Committee on Chemistry and Public Affairs Report to Council 
June 2023 

Mick Hurrey, Chair 
 
The Committee on Chemistry and Public Affairs (CCPA) advises and recommends ACS action 
on public policy matters involving the chemical sciences and technologies. I am pleased to report 
some of the CCPA activities undertaken to help make ACS a premier advocacy organization.  
 
ACS Public Policy Statements 
ACS public policy statements define the Society’s advocacy agenda and provide 
recommendations to federal policymakers. In 2023, CCPA reviewed two ACS policy statements: 
Science and Technology in the Budget, and A Competitive U.S. Business Climate: Innovation, 
Chemistry, and Jobs. While these statements are slated to expire at the end of 2023, CCPA 
intends to recommend to the Board Committee on Public Affairs and Public Relations they be 
extended for three additional years.  CCPA is also part of a writing team assembled to combine 
the two existing policy statements, “Visas for Scientific Collaboration and Academic Study” and 
“Workforce Related Immigration” into a single statement, and will consider that statement at the 
Fall 2023 meeting.   
 
Public Policy Fellowships 
For the past 45 years, ACS has sent chemists to Washington D.C. for an immersive experience in 
how the government works through the ACS Public Policy Fellowships. The purpose of the 
program is two-fold: to give chemists a better understanding of how government policy affects 
the chemical enterprise, and to inject some scientific knowledge into the policy-making process. 
ACS congressional fellows serve in the office of a congressional committee or personal office; 
science policy fellows work with ACS Government Affairs staff in the ACS headquarters in 
Washington D.C. 
 
CCPA provides oversight of the ACS Public Policy fellowship program and guides the annual 
selection process. This year, 20 CCPA members and past fellows reviewed nearly 40 
applications for the 2023-2024 fellowship term. I am pleased to share the results of that selection 
process: Mary Sabuda from the Chemical Society of Washington, and Angela Cleri from the 
Central Pennsylvania Local Section, will spend one year working as ACS congressional fellows 
on Capitol Hill as part of the broader AAAS Science & Technology Policy Fellowships program.  
Sarah Ackenhusen from the Huron Valley local section will be the 2023-2024 ACS Science 
Policy Fellow, where she will work in the ACS government affairs team to learn about science 
policy.  
 
Member engagement in public policy 
CCPA works to encourage ACS members to talk to public officials about issues covered by ACS 
policy positions. The ACS Chemistry Advocacy Workshops 
(http://www.acs.org/advocacyworkshops) are online and covers skills, resources, logistics, and 
communication for the purposes of advocating for chemistry on the federal level. Participants 
learn to successfully plan and execute advocacy activities, as well as have an opportunity to 
network and build a community with others passionate about science advocacy and ACS. This 
program aligns with the Society’s ongoing engagement with policymakers on Capitol Hill in 
support of science, engineering, innovation, and chemical stewardship. The ACS Climate 
Change Advocacy Workshop is another advocacy resource focused specifically on how to 
communicate and advocate on climate change-related issues.  

http://www.acs.org/advocacyworkshops


To promote ACS member engagement related to ACS sustainability policy statements, CCPA 
has joined forces with the Committee on Environment and Sustainability (CES) to create the new 
CCPA-CES ChemLuminary Award for Outstanding Promotion of the Society’s 
Sustainability Position Statements. This award will recognize a local section, technical 
division, international chapter, or regional meeting for an outstanding advocacy activity in 2022 
that promoted one of the ACS sustainability policy statements. ACS policy statements on the 
topic of sustainability include Climate, Critical Materials, and Water Treatment and 
Conservation. You can find all of these statements online ( www.acs.org/policy and click on 
“Advance Sustainability and the Environment.”)  

We are pleased by the response so far to this new ChemLuminary award – join us at the 
ChemLuminary Award reception in San Francisco to learn who will win the inaugural award! 
ACS units have the remainder of 2023 to organize and execute activities that will be eligible for 
consideration for the award to be given out in 2024. ACS Councilors are asked to share the news 
of this new ChemLuminary award with your local sections, divisions and other ACS units.   

ACS members at all career stages are encouraged to apply for the fellowships.  More information 
can be found at www.acs.org/policyfellows. 
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