
ACS Committee on Chemistry & Public Affairs 
Saturday, August 20, 2022 

8:30 – 4:30 pm (CT) 
Chicago, IL [VIRTUAL] 

 
CCPA Members Present (in-person and online): Kevin Kuhn (Chair), Gretchen Baier, Novella Bridges, Susan 
Butts, Eun-Woo Chang, Bonnie Charpentier, Deborah Cook, Louise Criscenti, Mick Hurrey, Ann Kimble-Hill, 
Zafra Lerman, Emily Lewis-O’Brien, Karlo Lopez, James Moran, Ann Nalley, Mary Jo Ondrechen, Dale Orth, 
Laura Pence, Robert Sindelar, Jozef Stec, Donald Wink 
 
ACS Staff: Karen Garcia, Connor Garvey, Will Hartwig, Mary Sabuda, Caroline Trupp Gil (Staff Liaison) 
 
Visitors: Malika Jeffries-El, (Committee on Committees), Angela Wilson (ACS President) 
 
Chair’s Welcome & Minutes Approval 
CCPA Chair Kevin Kuhn called the meeting to order at 9:35 am CT and provided introductory and organizational 
remarks.  

• Approved: The CCPA meeting agenda was approved unanimously. 
• Approved: The minutes from the CCPA meeting planned for San Diego, CA and held virtually on March 

12, 2022 were approved unanimously. 
 
Vote: Peer Review Policy Statement 

• Kevin introduced the Peer Review Policy Statement draft. Writing group lead Bob Sindelar provided 
additional comments from the writing group.  

• Approved: The committee voted unanimously to recommend the Peer Review policy statement to the 
ACS Board of Directors for approval.  

 
Working Group Reports:  
CCPA members provided an update on the status of Working Group projects  

• Joint CEI/CCPA ChemLuminary Award – Deborah Cook provided an overview of the work. 
o Targeted marketing 
o Suggestions:  

 Send to ACS local sections that have won the government affairs ChemLuminary in the 
past - they may recognize an opportunity and plan an event  

 Disseminate flyers at Leadership Development seminars and Regional Meetings for the 
new award 

 Send a note to Corporate Associates Committee; Susan Butts agreed to be the CA point 
of contact 

• CCPA-SOCED Joint Programming: Policy in the Chemistry Classroom  
o Donald Wink suggested CCPA contact Tom Holmes, editor-in-chief at the ACS Journal of 

Chemical Education. He may have additional insight into with whom to work. Holmes may also 
share how the Journal approaches special issues--actual and virtual. 

o Ann Kimble-Hill - AACT may be a good collaborator for the K-12 community.  
• Diversifying ACS Policy Fellowships – this will be discussed in the strategic planning session 
• ACS Fellows – Mick Hurrey provide an overview 

o A replacement to lead the CCPA effort is needed. Mick is happy to share his knowledge.  
o CCPA has had two recent successful nominations 

• ACS 2022-2023 Congressional Fellowship Selection process – a part of strategic planning 
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Government Affairs Staff Reports:  
Will Hartwig, ACS Government Affairs staff, provided updates on projects, programs and campaigns supporting 
ACS public policy priorities in both the legislative and executive branch agencies. 

• Executive branch efforts include:  
o The Sustainable Chemistry R&D Act was included in the Defense Authorization Act passed in 

early 2021. Now this ACS legislative priority is law, and work to put the legislative language into 
practice now transfers to the Executive branch. In April, the White House Office of Science & 
Technology Policy (OSTP) requested community input via a Request for Information (RFI) to 
define “sustainable chemistry,” and ACS submitted comments providing detailed guidance on 
sustainable chemistry. 

o Big leadership changes have taken place in OSTP. The former OSTP director has stepped down, 
and Dr. Arati Prabhakar has been nominated to be the new Director and Science Advisor. Dr. 
Prabhakar has extensive prior leadership leading large S&T organizations.  

o President Biden has nominated Catherine J.K. Sandoval to join the Chemical Safety Board. Dr. 
Steve Owens, a current CSB board member, has been nominated to chair the CSB. ACS 
continues to press the White House to nominate a candidate with extensive familiarity with 
chemical processes, either a chemist or a chemical engineer, to the Board.  

 
• On the legislative side, ACS attention has been focused on building support for the bipartisan innovation 

bill, the CHIPS and Science Act. Will reminded CCPA members that both the House and Senate had been 
working on large bills focused on innovation for the last several years. Each chamber's bill had a different 
vision for how to ensure that the U.S. research enterprise (both private and government) maintains its 
leadership position. The Senate passed its version [United States Innovation and Competition Act 
(USICA)] in June 2021; the House version [America Creating Opportunities for Manufacturing, Pre-
Eminence in Technology, and Economic Strength (COMPETES) Act] passed in February 2022. Once 
each chamber passed its version, it was time to merge them into a compromise bill. After much political 
wrestling, the final result—the CHIPS and Science Act—was passed by both chambers and signed into 
law on August 9, 2022. 
 

• ACS priorities included in the CHIPS and Science Act include:  
o Reauthorization for NSF, NIST, and DOE Office of Science, with Sustainable Chemistry 

language included in all three titles 
o Helium conservation language included in NSF and DOE titles 
o Combating Sexual Harassment in Science 
o STEM education bills including 
o STEM Opportunities Act 
o Rural STEM Education Research Act 
o Minority Serving Institutions (MSI) STEM Achievement Act 

 
• No real progress is expected on congressional appropriations bills until late in 2022.   
• The Inflation Reduction Act is the latest iteration of President Biden's "Build Back Better" priorities. The 

bill contains $370 billion for climate change, the largest ever climate-focused action by Congress. 
 

Karen Garcia provided an overview of ACS member engagement activities, which also focused on the 
USICA/COMPETES/ CHIPS and Science bill. ACS member advocacy efforts included working with ACS board 
members to contact ACS local section leaders in priority congressional districts, explain the legislation and 
encourage them to advocate with their representatives; email campaigns via ACT4Chemistry; social media 
engagement; and newsletters ads and promotions in relevant ACS committee and journals. Another significant 
addition to ACS member engagement training tools, the Climate Change Advocacy Workshop, will be discussed 
later in the meeting.  
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Presentation: 2023 Policy Statements 
ACS Staff Connor Garvey is new to ACS and is responsible for the development of new policy statements and 
shepherding policy statements up for review through ACS governance. He will be working with CCPA and other 
policy writing committees. The ACS policy statements on S&T funding and business climate will be on the 
CCPA docket in 2023.  

 
Strategic Plan Roll Out and Working Group Planning 
Kevin Kuhn introduced the proposed new CCPA strategic plan, the result of a retreat held in July 2022. (A 
summary of the proposed strategic plan is attached to these minutes). At the retreat, CCPA members and 
supporters identified goals that would take a full three years to execute; this is not a strategic plan that can be 
completed in six months. If CCPA were to accomplish all the strategies, the planning committee considered other 
good ideas which were not included in the final plan which could provide further guidance for future CCPA 
efforts. Each strategic plan participant was asked to select a strategy to champion. The champions will monitor 
progress and act as a cheerleader for the strategy but is not assumed to lead the effort. Notably, several CCPA 
champions are not on CCPA.  
 
CCPA voted unanimously to accept the new CCPA strategic plan and its vision, mission, and goals. 
 
The CCPA Strategic Planning Retreat continued discussion of the new CCPA strategic plan.  CCPA members 
moved into small groups to develop ideas for executing the plan and discussed how to incorporate current CCPA 
work being done in working groups. 

Goal 1: Policy Statements: Champions: Deborah, Don and Heidi; Committee members - Zafra, Josef 

Goal 2: Cultivate ACS policy experts and expertise: Champions: Kevin, Bonnie, Mick; Committee 
members-Jim, Mary Jo, Novella, Susan, Louise, Karlo 

Goal 3: Develop a public policy fellowship ecosystem: Champions– Dale, Emily, Leila; Committee 
members – Ann, Laura, Eun-Woo 

Report-outs: The strategic plan champions summarized the breakout discussions and the next steps for each 
strategy.  

• Goal 1 – Empower and engage ACS communities to interact with policymakers 
o G1S1 – Heidi explained the plan to develop follow-on activities for advocacy workshop 

participants 
o G1S2 – Deborah explained how we can collect and prioritize best practices (internal and external 

resources) to publicize CCPA and ACS government affairs offerings 
o G1S3 – Don explained the joint-partnership for staff and members 

• Goal 2 – Cultivate ACS policy experts and expertise 
o G2S1 – Kevin to design the database 
o G2S2 – Bonnie discussed how we would identify and prioritize ACS units key to accomplishing 

CCPA should CCPA goals, and develop plans to cultivate partnerships with them 
o G2S3 – Chris Avery/Kevin discussed appointment of a lead CCPA partner 

• Goal 3 – Develop a public policy fellowship ecosystem 
o G3S1 – Dale and Emily discussed the establishment of a fellowship alumni network by Q3 2023 
o G3S2 – Emily discussed the ACS DEIR office are enhanced and recruitment is intentional  
o G3S3 – Leila Duman, ACS Congressional fellow and former ACS Science Policy fellow, – 

collect information from Fellowship candidates for further engagements 
 
CCPA moved into Open Session at 2:50pm.  
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ACS Public Policy Fellowship Reports  
• ACS 2021-2022 Congressional Fellow Leila Duman has been working in the office of U.S. 

Representative John Sarbanes (D-MD).  Dr. Duman shared insights gained during her fellowship, 
including blunders she observed from advocacy groups.  

• ACS 2021-2023 Science Policy Fellow Mary Sabuda shared observations from her time as ACS Public 
Policy Fellows. Mary has had many opportunities to focus on climate change issues and advocacy, 
including  

o Providing policy, political and cultural background to a group of ACS students attending the COP26 
sessions.  

o Working with the Climate Science Working Group, an advocacy coalition made of ACS, AGU, GSA, 
AMS, ESA, and other scientific societies.   

o Organizing an ACS webinar in collaboration with the Government Accountability Office (GAO): 
“Chemical Accident Prevention: Environmental Protection Agency Should Ensure Regulated 
Facilities Consider Risks from Climate Change.” 

 
Climate Change Advocacy Workshop Update: Mary Sabuda and Karen Garcia updated the committee on 
progress made in developing a new advocacy workshop focused on climate change. To date, these steps have 
been completed:  

• Content development and curation 

• Peer review  

o Science and technology content by climate science, mitigation, and adaptation experts 

o Communication content by ACS Communications team  

• Graphic designs completed; advertising graphics designed  

• Audio script writing, recordings, and ensuring workshop accessibility 

The workshop is expected to launch soon.  

Guest Speakers 
Malika Jeffries-El, CONC liaison to CCPA, shared updates on the ACS Committee census project and other 
matters. 
 
Allison Smith, Younger Chemists Committee Liaison to CCPA, shared YCC priorities and projects. 
 
New Business and Concluding Remarks 
Jay Dias and Susan Butts have completed their terms on CCPA. Kevin, Caroline and other members expressed 
their gratitude and appreciation for their years of contributions to CCPA.  
 
This meeting being Kevin’s last as CCPA chair, the Committee unanimously passed a resolution commending 
Kevin for his outstanding leadership of the CCPA committee from 2020-2022. 
 
The meeting adjourned at 4:13 pm.  
 
 
 
Next CCPA meeting: March 25, 2023 in Indianapolis, IN and virtual. 
 
 


	CCPA Members Present (in-person and online): Kevin Kuhn (Chair), Gretchen Baier, Novella Bridges, Susan Butts, Eun-Woo Chang, Bonnie Charpentier, Deborah Cook, Louise Criscenti, Mick Hurrey, Ann Kimble-Hill, Zafra Lerman, Emily Lewis-O’Brien, Karlo Lo...
	 Joint CEI/CCPA ChemLuminary Award – Deborah Cook provided an overview of the work.
	o Targeted marketing
	o Suggestions:
	 Send to ACS local sections that have won the government affairs ChemLuminary in the past - they may recognize an opportunity and plan an event
	 Disseminate flyers at Leadership Development seminars and Regional Meetings for the new award
	 Send a note to Corporate Associates Committee; Susan Butts agreed to be the CA point of contact
	 CCPA-SOCED Joint Programming: Policy in the Chemistry Classroom
	o Donald Wink suggested CCPA contact Tom Holmes, editor-in-chief at the ACS Journal of Chemical Education. He may have additional insight into with whom to work. Holmes may also share how the Journal approaches special issues--actual and virtual.
	o Ann Kimble-Hill - AACT may be a good collaborator for the K-12 community.
	 Diversifying ACS Policy Fellowships – this will be discussed in the strategic planning session
	 ACS Fellows – Mick Hurrey provide an overview
	o A replacement to lead the CCPA effort is needed. Mick is happy to share his knowledge.
	o CCPA has had two recent successful nominations
	 ACS 2022-2023 Congressional Fellowship Selection process – a part of strategic planning
	Government Affairs Staff Reports:
	 Executive branch efforts include:
	o The Sustainable Chemistry R&D Act was included in the Defense Authorization Act passed in early 2021. Now this ACS legislative priority is law, and work to put the legislative language into practice now transfers to the Executive branch. In April, t...
	o Big leadership changes have taken place in OSTP. The former OSTP director has stepped down, and Dr. Arati Prabhakar has been nominated to be the new Director and Science Advisor. Dr. Prabhakar has extensive prior leadership leading large S&T organiz...
	o President Biden has nominated Catherine J.K. Sandoval to join the Chemical Safety Board. Dr. Steve Owens, a current CSB board member, has been nominated to chair the CSB. ACS continues to press the White House to nominate a candidate with extensive ...
	 On the legislative side, ACS attention has been focused on building support for the bipartisan innovation bill, the CHIPS and Science Act. Will reminded CCPA members that both the House and Senate had been working on large bills focused on innovatio...
	Karen Garcia provided an overview of ACS member engagement activities, which also focused on the USICA/COMPETES/ CHIPS and Science bill. ACS member advocacy efforts included working with ACS board members to contact ACS local section leaders in priori...
	Presentation: 2023 Policy Statements
	ACS Staff Connor Garvey is new to ACS and is responsible for the development of new policy statements and shepherding policy statements up for review through ACS governance. He will be working with CCPA and other policy writing committees. The ACS pol...
	Strategic Plan Roll Out and Working Group Planning
	Kevin Kuhn introduced the proposed new CCPA strategic plan, the result of a retreat held in July 2022. (A summary of the proposed strategic plan is attached to these minutes). At the retreat, CCPA members and supporters identified goals that would tak...
	CCPA voted unanimously to accept the new CCPA strategic plan and its vision, mission, and goals.
	 Goal 1 – Empower and engage ACS communities to interact with policymakers
	o G1S1 – Heidi explained the plan to develop follow-on activities for advocacy workshop participants
	o G1S2 – Deborah explained how we can collect and prioritize best practices (internal and external resources) to publicize CCPA and ACS government affairs offerings
	o G1S3 – Don explained the joint-partnership for staff and members
	 Goal 2 – Cultivate ACS policy experts and expertise
	o G2S1 – Kevin to design the database
	o G2S2 – Bonnie discussed how we would identify and prioritize ACS units key to accomplishing CCPA should CCPA goals, and develop plans to cultivate partnerships with them
	o G2S3 – Chris Avery/Kevin discussed appointment of a lead CCPA partner
	 Goal 3 – Develop a public policy fellowship ecosystem
	o G3S1 – Dale and Emily discussed the establishment of a fellowship alumni network by Q3 2023
	o G3S2 – Emily discussed the ACS DEIR office are enhanced and recruitment is intentional
	o G3S3 – Leila Duman, ACS Congressional fellow and former ACS Science Policy fellow, – collect information from Fellowship candidates for further engagements
	CCPA moved into Open Session at 2:50pm.
	ACS Public Policy Fellowship Reports
	Guest Speakers
	Malika Jeffries-El, CONC liaison to CCPA, shared updates on the ACS Committee census project and other matters.
	Allison Smith, Younger Chemists Committee Liaison to CCPA, shared YCC priorities and projects.
	New Business and Concluding Remarks
	Jay Dias and Susan Butts have completed their terms on CCPA. Kevin, Caroline and other members expressed their gratitude and appreciation for their years of contributions to CCPA.
	This meeting being Kevin’s last as CCPA chair, the Committee unanimously passed a resolution commending Kevin for his outstanding leadership of the CCPA committee from 2020-2022.
	Next CCPA meeting: March 25, 2023 in Indianapolis, IN and virtual.

