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STATEMENT 

Lisa M. Balbes 

 

I am honored to be considered for a position on the ACS Board of Directors, and thank the members 

for this opportunity to reflect on my history with, and the future of, this organization.   



 

Who am I? 

I have been an active member of ACS for almost 30 years.  During that time, I have volunteered in 

two local sections, held offices in at least four divisions, organized the exposition at a regional 

meeting, presented and organized sessions at national meetings, served on three national committees 

(two elected), and chaired one of them.      

 

As my involvement increased, I learned more and more about what ACS does, and how it works.  I 

continue to be amazed at how much ACS has to offer its members, and the entire chemical profession.  

I firmly believe that everyone should be an active member of their professional society, and ACS is 

my professional home.  The more active I become, the more convinced of that I am.   

 

Like any good scientist, I conducted some research on this opportunity. I learned that one of the 

primary duties of the Board of Directors is to “have, hold, and administer all the property, funds, and 

affairs” of the Society.  My 28+ years of managing my own consulting business, as well as serving 

on the boards of several other non-profit organizations, has provided me with valuable experience in 

overseeing fiduciary responsibilities.  The Board must ensure that the Society is on a firm financial 

foundation, both now and for the future.  We are living in unusual times, and there are more challenges 

to come.  We must be prepared.   

 

The Board of Directors is also responsible for expressing the official position of the society, and 

supporting all policy positions.  This is a weighty responsibility. In other venues, I have helped to 

develop policy statements and other documents that set direction, and have learned to listen to all 

viewpoints, work to gain consensus, and ensure everyone supports the group decision moving 

forward. 

 

Knowing what the Board does is necessary, but not sufficient.  Board members also bring their own 

passions and interests to the position. Throughout my career, I have had two passions – careers and 

communication. 

 

Careers 

ACS must be supportive of all members’ career choices.  As a chemist with a “non-traditional” career 

(initially involuntarily), I bring a unique voice to the Board of Directors.   

 

One of my first volunteer roles at ACS was as a career consultant, helping others through career 

transitions.  I was, and continue to be, amazed that we have such a comprehensive suite of career 

development programing, that is the envy of other professional societies.  To date I have given 

hundreds of presentations, talked to thousands of scientists about their careers, and broadened my 

knowledge about the career options for chemists.   

 

If elected, I will work to ensure that every ACS member feels valued, both professionally and 

personally, and that everyone is warmly welcomed to join.  We are a broad and diverse group, with 

room for all.  My goal has always been to help others make the choice that is right for them, and the 

more ACS supports that, the more diverse and professionally fulfilled our membership will be.  

 

Communication 

As a professional technical writer and editor, I have a passion for clear, concise communication.   

The current pandemic has brought into stark relief the fact that not everyone has a basic understanding 

of science, or how the scientific method works.  As we have unfortunately seen, this has very real 



consequences for people’s livelihoods, and even their lives.  ACS has a duty to the professional 

scientists who make up its membership, but also to non-scientists who need to be informed citizens.   

 

ACS needs to help its members communicate with those outside our profession, to share their 

knowledge and understanding, at an appropriate level and depth.  We need to be proud to be chemists, 

and to share how our work helps to make the world a better place.   

 

In addition to communication with the public, I would advocate for effective communication with our 

own membership.  Listening to them, and providing the information they need when they need it, is 

crucial.  ACS is a large and complex organization, and a little coordination can go a long way towards 

informing, without overwhelming.   

 

Conclusion 

Thank you for reading and for taking seriously your responsibility to vote for the candidate you feel 

best qualified to serve.  I humbly request your vote, and will do my best to live up to your faith if 

elected.  http://balbes.com/acs.html 
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