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STATEMENT
Dr. Will E. Lynch
I remember 1984 and the CERM / GLRM joint regional meeting like it was yesterday. This was my
first real exposure to the chemical enterprise and the American Chemical Society (ACS). The
meeting was located in Kalamazoo and my undergraduate research mentor encouraged me to
volunteer and attend the meeting even though I had barely started my research activities. I recall
thinking about the diversity of the projects and how there was a big chemical world out there that
was really cool, and I wanted to be a bigger part of it. So started my affair with the American
Chemical Society, chemistry in general and my volunteer work for the Society.
What I have gained from my participation in the Society as a member, volunteer and researcher is
incalculable. Friends, skills, leadership, knowledge, listening, decision-making, colleagues, and the
infamous record of the longest time ever reporting out for the Committee on Meeting and
Expositions on the podium at Council.
For the past 146 years, since our founding, the American Chemical Society has provided chemists
the backbone of support necessary to grow professionally as their scientific home. Over the years
our journals, membership programs and services have set the standard for every other scientific
society in the world. Today our Society must continue to be nimble and evolve with the everchanging needs of our members, profession, and information technologies.
I am proud of my Society and its work on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Respect. This includes
the recent adoption of Goal 5 in our strategic plan: Embrace and Advance Inclusion in Chemistry.
However, we still have much work to focus on to ensure that we are an open and inclusive Society.
We, as a Society must be the light and the leader in our profession and community. Grassroots
units, staff and the Board must all find was to improve access for everyone who wants a seat at the
laboratory bench. We must advocate for new and enhanced pathways and support for our
membership to engage on this issue including mechanisms within the Society to break down all
barriers that exist.
One strength of ACS is the outstanding publication and meeting infrastructure; we must continue to
enhance the quality and diversity of these activities. As science continues to mature, we must
continue to expand our interactions across traditional chemical disciplines as well as across other
scientific professions. We need to engage in greater dialogue with materials scientists, our
molecular and cellular colleagues, and others working in the physical, electronic, optical, and
biological communities. Our focus should be laser sharp and build on our strength in information
technology to continue to be a world leader.
Another strength of ACS is that we give community to our members and practitioners. Community
is critical to the success of the society. One challenging aspect of this concept is to work hard to
ensure our chemists re-engage in community after coming out of the pandemic and the ACS must
provide many varied ways, such as through local section events, professional and technical
meetings, and technology-based activities.
We must examine closely how to engage tomorrow’s chemists as well as the practitioners who are
not members. We have long had a strong and vibrant Student Affiliate program in ACS.
Unfortunately, far too many young chemists and practitioners—many of whom are or will be in our

government and industrial sectors—are fully engaged as student members but do not participate in
or maintain their involvement with the society upon graduation.
We need to work hard on this disconnect to build our Society and maintain its relevance moving
forward. As our Society ages, becoming the home of our ever more diverse population and
understanding what these chemists value and need is critical. Transitioning these chemists to
engaged members is a key component of our future as the ACS. We must engage in real dialogue
and personally champion this work. Let us together find a way to make the conversion from student
member to engaged member a reality.
As always in the life of Will Lynch, it is a great day to be a chemist. I believe in our Society and its
good work and would be proud to have your vote and represent you on the Board of Directors.

