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Questions or Comments?

“Why can’t I use the chat feature?” 
Chat is reserved for one-way messages from ACS staff 
to attendees like links to the slides and announcements.

Use Zoom’s Q&A feature
to add to the queue.

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Where is the Webinar Recording?

All Registrants
Watch the unedited recording 
linked in the Thank You Email 

for 24 hours.

www.acs.org/acswebinars

ACS Members w/Premium Package

Visit the ACS Webinars® Library 
to watch the edited and 

captioned recording.
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Explore the new and improved ACS Webinars® Library!

Familiar search, sort, and filtering 
tools have been added to help find 

the recording you are looking for

Accurate captions for accessibility

Visit www.acs.org/acswebinars to discover hundreds of recordings!

Improved granular topics and 
collections

Exclusive for ACS Members 
with the Premium Package

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Exclusive for ACS Members with the Premium 
Package!

Visit www.acs.org/acswebinars to discover hundreds of recordings!

New Resource for 2025 ACS Webinars!
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Have a Different Question?
Contact Membership Services

Toll Free in the US: 1-800-333-9511

International: +1-614-447-3776

service@acs.org

z

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Register for Free Browse the Upcoming Schedule at www.acs.org/acswebinars
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THIS ACS WEBINAR® 

WILL BEGIN SHORTLY…

 Say hello in the 
questions window!

www.acs.org/acswebinars

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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This ACS Webinar® is co-produced with the ACS Government Affairs.

Science in Session: Speaking Simply to Congress

CAROLINE TRUPP GIL

Senior Manager, Federal Relations, 
American Chemical Society

FELICIA FULLILOVE, PhD

Science Policy and Program 
Management Expert

LAUREL ROYER, PhD

Founder and Chief Scientific Officer, 
Carinalis Consulting and Research
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ACS Office of Government Affairs 

• ACS's broad membership base and long history in advocacy allows us to 

provide perspectives on public policy backed by significant expertise

• ACS lobbies for policies which impact the chemistry enterprise or are 

heavily impacted by chemistry

• ACS engages in both direct and member-based lobbying, meaning we 

both work directly with policymakers AND encourage our members to 

reach out to their representatives and other key political players when 

legislation or regulations impact them 

Science Policy Landscape
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Audience Survey Question

Do you know your representatives in the U.S. House and Senate? Have 
you ever contacted them?

• A) I couldn’t name them and wouldn’t recognize them if I passed them in the grocery store.
 
• B) Yes, I can name all three elected officials, but I’ve never contacted them. 

• C) Yes, I know who they are, and I’ve spoken, written or met with them before. 

• D) Other (Let us know more in the questions window)

VOTE ON THE INTERACTIVE SCREEN IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS! 

If your answer is not listed let us know in the questions window!

5 Strategies for Successful Science Communication 

with Congress

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 12
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Know Your Audience

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 13

Know Your ‘Ask’

• Know what you are asking for and then ask for it!

• An ‘ask’ can take various forms:

► Support for/opposition to legislation or 

policies

► Funding requests

• Staffers expect you to make an ask

• ‘Ask’ early and ‘ask’ often

• But stick to only one or two asks per meeting / 

communication

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 14
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Distill Your Science

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 15

Focus on Why

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 16
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Speak Simply!

Instead of leading with 

technical language…

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 17

Simplify… Simplify some more! 

“I evolve PLP-

dependent enzymes to 

perform non-native 

stereoselective aldol 

additions at the α-

position of amino 

acids.”

“I develop green 

catalysts that reduce 

the cost of drug 

development and 

perform reactions in 

water and at room 

temperature.”

“I’m researching ways to 
make drug development 
cheaper and greener by 
developing tools that 
use less energy and 
produce less waste.”

Tell Your Stories

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 18
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Speaking Simply Video

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 19

Make sure your pitch includes:

• Who you are 

• What you do and/or what you research

• Why your research/work is important

• What your specific ask is

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 20

Practice Your Pitch!

19
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ACS Resources - Act4Chemistry & Advocacy Workshop

© 2025 American Chemical Society. All rights reserved. 21

Act4Chemistry ACS Advocacy Workshop

Next you’ll hear from…

Felicia Fullilove, a chemist who has worked 

at NSF and the U.S. State Department—

Felicia will share insights into how scientific 

information is applied in decision making in 

the federal government.

Laurel Royer, Founder and Chief Scientific 

Officer, Carinalis Consulting and Research — 

Laurel will share tips and lessons gained from 

her experience this summer as an ACS 

volunteer meeting with her Georgia 

representatives.
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Audience Survey Question

What influences Congressional interest in science?

• A) Political Affiliation
 
• B) Home District or State

• C) President's Agenda and/or Budget

• D) All of the Above

VOTE ON THE INTERACTIVE SCREEN IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS! 

If your answer is not listed let us know in the questions window!

The BLUF: Science is tied to other key factors

Science and

 Innovation

Economic 

Security

National 

Security
Check these resources: 
Federal Science Bill Tracker:
https://www.aip.org/fyi/bill-tracker

CRS Reports: 
https://www.congress.gov/crs-products
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⚬ What societal change could your 

research impact locally, regionally, 

nationally, internationally? 

⚬ What is at risk if this work is 

not conducted? 

#1 Be Clear and Concise. 
Focus on impact and outcomes

25

⚬ What issues are on the horizon that 

staffers may not be tracking but has a 

unique connection to your research?

⚬ How can your knowledge enhance or 

strengthen the knowledge base on a 

particular issue?

#2 Communication can be proactive or reactive. 
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⚬ Leverage your government affairs 

offices or advocacy groups!

⚬ Speak with other experts (non-

chemists!) to help refine your story 

and place it into a broader context.

#3 Collaborate! Collaborate! Collaborate! 

27

✓ Congress needs clear, concise information focused on impacts and outcomes, not necessarily the 
technical details. Congressional staff and members are interested in how science benefits the 
public, boosts competitiveness, and supports national security. Framing scientific work in terms of 
its societal benefits helps policymakers understand its relevance. 

✓ Effective communication with Congress involves both proactive and reactive engagement. This 
includes briefings, hearings, reports, and public statements, often facilitated by legislative affairs 
offices in collaboration with technical experts. 

✓ Collaboration with other experts is important in developing advocacy positions and ensure 
alignment with organizational interests. Independent advocacy is also possible but should be 
distinguished from representing an organization. 

Summary
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Laurel A. Royer, Ph.D.

Arbiter of “If I Can Do It, So Can You”

Learning to Be Comfortable With Being Uncomfortable

Speaking Simply 

and Strategically

29

Going Far Together

Laurel A. Royer, Ph.D. Pamela Leggett-Robinson, Ph.D.
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Mapping a Plan 

Planning Session

Mapping a Plan

31
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Three witnesses from 

academia and industry

Listen to the approach of 
each witness from their 

sector’s positioning

How would you present your 
testimony as the witness?

31
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Resource: The Federal Register

https://www.archives.gov/federal-register 
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Resource:
Senate Committees and Subcommittees

Name Link

Committee Assignments of the 119th Congress
https://www.senate.gov/general/committee_assignments/assi

gnments.htm 

Committee Membership List 
https://www.senate.gov/general/committee_membership/com

mittee_memberships_SSEV.htm 

Environment and Public Works Committee & 

Subcommittees 
https://www.epw.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/subcommittees 

Congressional Committees https://www.senate.gov/committees/   

Tracking Committee meetings https://www.govtrack.us/congress/committees/ 
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Audience Survey Question
VOTE ON THE INTERACTIVE SCREEN IN JUST A FEW MOMENTS! 

If your answer is not listed let us know in the questions window!

What aspect of your research is MOST important to emphasize 
during a meeting with you representatives?

A) Your methods

B) Your funding source

C) Your specific area of research

D) The real-world impact of your work

Showing Up: Your Voice, Your Value

Engage Strategically
Access and use available 

resources

Simplify without 

sacrificing
Science as stories and solution

Prepare with purpose
Know your why and the what

Keep Going
Build relationships, 

share what you learn
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Connect With Us

Laurel A. Royer, Ph.D.

laroyer@carinalis.com

LinkedIn

Pamela Leggett-Robinson, Ph.D. 

pamela@plrconsultingservices.org 

LinkedIn

https://www.acs.org/policy.html 
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Register for Free Browse the Upcoming Schedule at www.acs.org/acswebinars
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www.acs.org/membership
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Have a Different Question?
Contact Membership Services

Toll Free in the US: 1-800-333-9511

International: +1-614-447-3776

service@acs.org
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Edited Recordings
are an exclusive benefit for ACS Members with the 
Premium Package and can be accessed in the 
ACS Webinars® Library at www.acs.org/acswebinars

Learn from the best and brightest minds in chemistry!
Hundreds of webinars on a wide range of topics relevant to 
chemistry professionals at all stages of their careers, presented 
by top experts in the chemical sciences and enterprise.

Live Broadcasts
of ACS Webinars® continue to be available free to 
the general public several times a week generally 
from 2-3pm ET. Visit www.acs.org/acswebinars to 
register* for upcoming webinars. 

*Requires FREE ACS ID

www.acs.org/acswebinars
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ACS Webinars® does not endorse any 
products or services. The views expressed in 
this presentation are those of the presenter 
and do not necessarily reflect the views or 
policies of the American Chemical Society.

Contact ACS Webinars® at acswebinars@acs.org
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