
ChemClubs Collect
“Coins for Cleaner Water”

Thweeeeet! The coach’s whistle blows for a quick break. You head to the drinking fountain for a few 
gulps of water before heading back to practice. For most of us, we have such easy access to clean water 
that we do not even think about it. However, for many people around the world, particularly in developing 
countries, having access to clean, drinkable water 
is a daily concern.

According to the Web site of the Children’s Safe 
Drinking Water (CSDW) program (www.csdw.org), 
which is run by Procter & Gamble (P&G), nearly 
one billion people do not have regular access to 
clean drinking water. Those who use or drink con-
taminated water without treating it in some way 
run the risk of becoming sick. CSDW says that 
diarrhea caused by drinking contaminated water is 
a leading cause of illness and death among infants 
and children in the developing world. It states that 
about 1.8 million children die every year as a result 
of diseases that cause diarrhea. This is more than 
the number of children who die from HIV/AIDS and  
malaria combined. 

CSDW aims to provide children in develop-
ing countries with clean drinking water. P&G 
produces water purifier packets, each of which 
costs 10 cents and can purify 10 liters of water. 
The packet contains a powder that dissolves in 
the water and releases a chlorine disinfectant 
that kills bacteria and viruses. The packet also 
releases iron sulfate, a coagulant and flocculent 
that removes parasites, dirt, worms, and heavy 
metals, which are then filtered out by pouring the 
water through a cloth.

What can we do to help? American Chemical Society (ACS) ChemClubs are raising money as ACS 
partners with P&G in the campaign “Coins for Cleaner Water.” More than 500 ChemClubs are joining 
the fundraising effort with a goal of raising $5,000, from January through May 2013. The collected 
money will be used to buy enough packets to treat 500,000 liters of water. Just $1 would give a child 
clean water for 50 days! Visit the ChemClub Web site, www.acs.org/chemclub, to see how they are 
doing. Find a ChemClub near you or visit www.acs.org/cleanerwater to share your own “coins for 
cleaner water.”

 —Erica K. Jacobsen

In addition to raising money for the “Coins for 
Cleaner Water” initiative, ChemClubs became 
interested in testing the quality of their own local 
water. Shown here are students from (top) T. 
Wingate Andrews High School, High Point, N.C., and 
(left) Oshkosh North High School, Oshkosh, Wisc. 

www.acs.org/chemmatters

Production Team
Patrice Pages, Lead Editor
Cornithia Harris, Art Director
Therese Geraghty, Copy Editor

Administrative Team
Marta Gmurczyk, Administrative Editor
Peter Isikoff, Administrative Associate

Technical Review
Seth Brown, University of Notre Dame
David Voss, Medina High School, Barker, NY

Teacher’s Guide
William Bleam, Editor
Donald McKinney, Editor
Erica K. Jacobsen, Editor
Ronald Tempest, Editor
Susan Cooper, Content Reading Consultant
David Olney, Puzzle Contributor

Education Division
Mary Kirchhoff, Director
Terri Taylor, Assistant Director, K–12 Science

Policy Board
Ami LeFevre, Chair, Skokie, IL
Shelly Belleau, Thornton, CO
Steve Long, Rogers, AR
Mark Meszaros, Rochester, NY
Scott Goode, Columbia, SC

ChemMatters (ISSN 0736–4687) is pub-
lished four times a year (Oct, Dec, Feb, 
and April) by the American Chemical 
Society at 1155 16th St., NW, Washington, 
DC 20036–4800. Periodicals postage paid 
at Washington, DC, and additional mail-
ing offices. POSTMASTER: Send address 
changes to ChemMatters Magazine, ACS 
Office of Society Services, 1155 16th St., 
NW, Washington, DC 20036.

Subscriber Information
Prices to the United States, Canada, and 
Mexico: $16 per subscription. Inquire about 
bulk, other foreign rates, and back issues 
at the ACS Office of Society Services, 
1155 16th St., NW, Washington, DC 20036; 
800-227-5558 or 202-872-6067 (fax). 
Information is also available online at:  
www.acs.org/chemmatters.

The American Chemical Society assumes 
no responsibility for the statements and 
opinions advanced by contributors. Views 
expressed are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent the official position 
of the American Chemical Society. The activ-
ities in ChemMatters are intended for high 
school students under the direct supervision 
of teachers. The American Chemical Society 
cannot be responsible for any accidents or 
injuries that may result from conducting the 
activities without proper supervision, from 
not specifically following directions, from 
ignoring the cautions contained in the text, 
or from not following standard safe labora-
tory practices.

All rights reserved. No part of this publi-
cation may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form 
by any means, now known or later devel-
oped, including, but not limited to: elec-
tronic, mechanical, photocopying, record-
ing, or otherwise, without prior permission 
from the copyright owner. Requests for 
permission should be directed in writing to 
ChemMatters, American Chemical Society, 
1155 16th St., NW, Washington, DC 20036–
4800; 202-833-7732 (fax).

© Copyright 2013 
American Chemical Society

Canadian GST Reg. No. 127571347
Printed in the USA

KA
TH

le
en

 M
el

Io
uS

BA
rB

Ar
A 

M
uz

A 
re

eD

NEWS


