
Experience chemistry beyond the classroom—start an ACS ChemClub at your school! 
It is free to join, and you will receive useful resources, such as demos,  

experiments, and science swag. Find out more at: www.acs.org/chemclub.

Join today at: http://fs7.formsite.com/ACSEducation/Chemclubapp/index.html

Chemistry—How Sweet It Is!
What is your favorite holiday? Do you look forward to a frightening Halloween? Dream about the 
over-indulgence of turkey and football at Thanksgiving? Cherish special time with your sweetheart on 
Valentine’s Day? What about a moment to celebrate chemistry? Grab your calendar and pencil in this 
year’s National Chemistry Week (NCW), which runs from October 19 to October 25.

Many American Chemical Society (ACS) ChemClubs use NCW as an opportunity to share cool 
hands-on chemistry in their communities. It’s a fun way to highlight how chemistry contributes to our 
lives. Every year, ACS picks a new NCW theme. You won’t want to miss this year’s candy theme  
“The Sweet Side of Chemistry.” Here is one activity to get you started.

   GobStopper ExplORaTiONs

Instructions

1.  Add 100–125 mL tap water to a 250-mL clear, colorless beaker.

2.  Gently place two Gobstopper candies of two different colors in  
      the beaker. They should sit across from each other, touching  
      opposite sides of the beaker.

3.  Allow the outer coating of the Gobstoppers to dissolve in the 
      water for about 5 minutes. What do you see? Be sure to view  
      it from the top and from the side.

4. Bend a paper clip to form a wire loop with a handle. The wire loop needs to be 
shaped so that it can hold the third Gobstopper candy.

5. Place the third Gobstopper candy in the wire loop. Hold onto the wire handle 
and suspend the candy in the water in the center of the beaker. The candy 
should be held just below the surface of the water.

6. Allow the outer coating of the third Gobstopper to dissolve in the water.  
What happened?

What are possible explanations for why this happened?  
The reasons are not clear at this point, and other scientists are 
experimenting, too. What further experiments could you do to 
learn more about why Gobstopper candies acted like they did? 
Would the effect be the same with other candies?

Safety: Candies that have been in a laboratory environment  
or used with laboratory equipment should not be eaten. 

a student at Tarpon 
springs High school, Fla., 

makes a batch of gummy colloids.600
ChemClubs 

and Growing!

Materials

• Three Gobstopper 
jawbreaker candies, in 
three different colors

• 250-mL clear, color-
less beaker or similar  
container

• Tap water

• Paper clip
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ACTIVITY
By Erica K. Jacobsen


