ChemMatters Puzzle: A Quote Box for Our Times

In a quote box puzzle, a thought-provoking quote has all of its letters displayed but jumbled. Your task is to decipher the message by dropping the letters provided at the top of each vertical 

column into any of the available empty cells directly below it. As you proceed, the words in the

quote (reading left to right)  will start to emerge in the bottom rows. A word may continue from one line to the next.  A black cell represents the end of a word and may contain a comma or period. 

We will give you two quotes to tackle. Their solution can be found on the “Answers” page.

A few hints for quote #1 and a gift of a letter will get you started:

· The first letter in the quote is either a T or an N. In fact it's a T and we've written it in.

The second letter completes the first word. It is either a W or an O. But “TW” is not a word, so it must be O. It follows that the W is the first letter of the first word in row 3 of the quote.

· See a three-letter word that starts with T ? Chances are it's “THE”. Look for other common words, as well as topic words such as “CHEMICAL” or “SCIENCE”.

PUZZLE #1   The WARM-UP
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PUZZLE #2    This quote box uses four rows , so it is a bit longer and harder than #1. Here is a hint: the one and only appearance of the letter V is in the first word of the quote.
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Answers to the ChemMatters Puzzle
#1   WARM-UP QUOTE: “To the public, most often, beliefs trump science when in conflict.”

This quote came from an Associated Press release issued April 22, 2014. It examined a recent 

poll taken by 1,012 adults on whether they agreed with the views held by a large 

majority of scientists on issues such as evolution, vaccinations , and climate change.  

Alan Leshner, the executive secretary of the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS), was cited as the source of the above quote, made upon surveying the results of the poll.

# 2    MAIN QUOTE: “Everyone is entitled to their own opinions, but they are not entitled to their own facts.”

The author of this quote is Daniel Moynihan, a one-time U.S. senator from New York State and close advisor to then-president John F. Kennedy.

SOME POSSIBLE ACTIVITIES for a classroom or a chemistry club:

1. Draw up a list of areas of science that are, on occasion, controversial, and devise a poll for the group, using choices such as “extremely confident,” “quite confident,” ”unsure,” “don't accept a scientist's claim,” etc.

2. Write a short essay explaining Moynihan's quote and giving an example from this set:

· Smoking causes cancer.

· Life on Earth evolved slowly through the process of natural selection.

· Overusing antibiotics causes drug-resistant bacteria to multiply.

· Diesel gasoline produces more greenhouse gases than regular gasoline.

