Milli’s Super Sorting Challenge

from Cel el)rating Chemistl'y

Chemists Celebrate Earth Day

aterials can be grouped or

separated by how they look

and/or by the material of
which they are made. These qualities
are called properties of the
materials. Some recyclers use special
properties of materials to group
recyclables. In this activity, you will
separate materials based on their
special properfies.
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% Blunt-end scissors

; Be sure to follow Milli's
- Safety Tips and do this
activity with an adult!

Do not eat or drink any of the materials
used in this activity. An adult must do
all the steps involving the blender or
food processor.
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6. Inflate the balloon and tie it
closed (your adult lab partner
may need to help you). Rub the
balloon back and forth on your
hair. Hold the balloon close to
the pile and see what happens
to the objects. Put everything
that is attracted to the balloon
in a second pile. Record these
items in the “What Did You
Observe?” section.

7. Fill the cake pan with water.
Take the screen with the
remaining objects on it and
dip it info the water so that the
screen fouches the bottom of
the pan. Pick off any floating
materials and put them in a
third pile. Record these items
in the “What Did You
Observe?” section.

8. Now lift the screen and
put the remaining objects in
a fourth pile. Record these
items in the “What Did You
Observe?” section.

9. Thoroughly clean the work
area and wash your hands.
Reuse/recycle as many of
the materials as possible!
Check your reuse/recycle
plans with your adult
lab partner first.

”’k‘

Y

American Chemical Society © 2008

W www.acs.org/kids



What Did You Observe?
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Science Activities for Children from the American Chemical Society

The American Chemical Society develops materials for elementary school age children to
spark their interest in science and teach developmentally appropriate chemistry concepts.
The Activities for Children collection includes hands-on activities, articles, puzzles, and
games on topics related to children’s everyday experiences.

The collection can be used to supplement the science curriculum, celebrate National
Chemistry Week, develop Chemists Celebrate Earth Day events, invite children to give
science a try at a large event, or to explore just for fun at home.

Find more activities, articles, puzzles and games at www.acs.org/kids.

Safety Tips

This activity is intended for elementary school children under the direct supervision of an
adult. The American Chemical Society cannot be responsible for any accidents or injuries
that may result from conducting the activities without proper supervision, from not specifically
following directions, or from ignoring the cautions contained in the text.

Always:

Work with an adult.

Read and follow all directions for the activity.

Read all warning labels on all materials being used.

Wear eye protection.

Follow safety warnings or precautions, such as wearing gloves or tying back long hair.
Use all materials carefully, following the directions given.

Be sure to clean up and dispose of materials properly when you are finished with an
activity.

e Wash your hands well after every activity.

Never eat or drink while conducting an experiment, and be careful to keep all of the materials
used away from your mouth, nose, and eyes!

Never experiment on your own!

For more detailed information on safety go to www.acs.org/education and click on
“Safety Guidelines”.
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