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Type them into questions box!

“Why am I muted?”
Don’t worry. Everyone is muted 
except the presenter and host. 
Thank you and enjoy the show. 

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

Have Questions?
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http://bit.ly/ACSmembership

Find the many benefits of ACS membership!

Join a global community of over 150,000 chemistry professionals

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership
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http://bit.ly/ACSmembership

Benefits of ACS Membership 

Chemical & Engineering News (C&EN) 
The preeminent weekly digital and print news source. 

NEW! ACS SciFinder 
ACS Members receive 25 complimentary SciFinder® research 
activities per year. 

NEW! ACS Career Navigator 
Your source for leadership development, professional 
education, career services, and much more.
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Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

@AmericanChemicalSociety

@AmerChemSociety

https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-chemical-society

@AmerChemSociety

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership
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Be a featured fan on an upcoming webinar! Write to us @ acswebinars@acs.org 
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“GREAT job turning this talk 
around less than 36 hours after 
the polls closed! You all do a 
GREAT job keeping your 
members informed on timely 
topics, and you offer real world 
advice that we can really use.”

Eleanor Jennings,
ACS member for 11 years strong!

http://bit.ly/MidtermVideo
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www.acs.org/acswebinars

Learn from the best and brightest minds in chemistry! Hundreds of webinars on 
diverse topics presented by experts in the chemical sciences and enterprise.

Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit and are made available to 
registrants via an email invitation once the recording has been edited and posted.

Live Broadcasts of ACS Webinars  continue to be available to the general public on  
Thursdays from 2-3pm ET!

®

http://bit.ly/MidtermVideo
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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http://acsoncampus.acs.org

What is ACS on Campus?

ACS visits campuses across the world offering FREE seminars on how to be published, find a job, network 
and use essential tools like SciFinder. ACS on Campus presents seminars and workshops focused on how to:
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www.acs.org/heroes

#HeroesofChemistry
ACS Heroes of Chemistry Award

The ACS Heroes of Chemistry Award is the Annual 
award sponsored by the American Chemical Society 
that recognizes talented industrial chemical scientists 
whose work has led to the development of successful 
commercialized products ingrained with chemistry for 
the benefit of humankind. 

2018 Winners:

http://acsoncampus.acs.org/
http://www.acs.org/heroes
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https://chemidp.acs.org

An individual development 
planning tool for you! 
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Upcoming ACS Webinar
www.acs.org/acswebinars

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html

https://chemidp.acs.org/
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html
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T H I S    A C S   W E B I N A R   W I L L B E G I N   S H O R T L Y . . .

ACS External Affairs & Communications

This ACS Webinar is co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications

Slides available now! Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit.

Providing Science and Technology Support to Congress: Plans and Opportunities

12

www.acs.org/acswebinars

Anthony Pitagno 
Director of Government Affairs and Alliances, 

American Chemical Society
Tim Persons

Chief Scientist and Managing Director
Science, Technology Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

Karen Howard
Assistant Director, Science, Technology 

Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Why does Congress need Science and Technology support?

Which of the following will have the GREATEST impact on society in 
the next 10-15 years?

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Artificial Intelligence

• Quantum Information Science

• Blockchain

• Automation

• Genome Editing
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* If your answer differs from the choices above…tell us in the chat! 
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Why does Congress need Science and Technology support?

INSIGHT FORESIGHT

Focus on what 

programs, policies, and 

operations are working 

well; best practices to 

be shared and 

benchmarked; and 

agency improvement

Focus on the long-term 

implications of today’s 

decisions and 

identifying key trends 

and emerging 

challenges facing our 

nation before they 

reach crisis proportions

GAO is uniquely suited to meet Congressional needs.

Positioned within the Legislative Branch  Unique statutory access to federal data  Independent 

and nonpartisan analysis  Responsive to both houses of Congress and both sides of the aisle

OVERSIGHT

Focus on ensuring that 

government entities are 

spending funds as 

intended by the 

Congress and 

complying with 

applicable laws and 

regulations 
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What is GAO’s role in providing oversight, insight, 

and foresight to Congress?
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Rise of performance auditing, STEM hiring begins  (1970s)

Pilot program in Technology Assessment  (2002 – 2006)

Permanent program in Technology Assessment  (2008 – present)

Audit guides of best and leading practices  (2008 – present)

17

What is GAO’s history of Science & Technology work?

Which of the following has the GAO done Technology Assessment on:

(Select all that apply)

Audience Survey Question
ANSWER THE QUESTION ON BLUE SCREEN IN ONE MOMENT

• Explosives detection

• Nanomanufacturing

• Rapid disease diagnosis

• Treatment of nontraditional water sources

• Sustainable chemical manufacturing

18

* If your answer differs from the choices above…tell us in the chat! 
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Explosives detection

Nanomanufacturing

Rapid disease diagnosis

Treatment of nontraditional water sources

Sustainable chemical manufacturing
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GAO has done a Technology Assessment on:

Explore our full body of work at GAO.gov

20

Examples of GAO’s Prior Technology Assessments
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 GAO was asked to conduct a technology assessment to 

explore, among other things, the opportunities, challenges, 

and federal roles in sustainable chemistry. The strategic 

implications in this report are informing pending legislation.

 This report was produced with 

participation from ACS.

 Find it online: GAO-18-307 (www.gao.gov/products/GAO-

18-307)
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How can chemistry be more sustainable?

 Can the chemistry behind medicines, 

personal care products, and other 

everyday items be improved?

We examined “sustainable chemistry.”

 This report (GAO-18-307) was produced with 

participation from ACS. 

https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-307
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How can chemistry be more sustainable?

http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-307
https://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-18-307
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 What technologies are available or 

in development to make chemical 

processes and products more 

sustainable?
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How can chemistry be more sustainable?

 Solvents

◦ Biobased solvents

◦ Non-VOC solvents

◦ Solvent-free or 

reduced-solvent

 Continuous 

Processing

◦ Microreactors

 Catalysts

◦ Earth-abundant 

metals

◦ Organocatalysts

◦ Biocatalysts

AVAILABLE TECHNOLOGIES
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How can chemistry be more sustainable?
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Ongoing and Potential Future Work:

 Artificial Intelligence in Health Care

 Opioid Vaccines

 Blockchain (tracing chemical 

ingredients through the supply chain)
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What’s next for GAO’s Technology Assessments?

FEDERAL

OVERSIGHT

AUDIT

INSIGHT

TECHNOLOGY

FORESIGHT

EMERGING

TECHNOLOGY

PILOTING &

ACQUISITIONS

MATURE

TECHNOLOGY

Why reorganize? An auditor’s point of view:

Why reorganize? A technologist’s point of view:
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About the launch of the Science, Technology 

Assessment & Analytics Team
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About the launch of the Science, Technology 

Assessment & Analytics Team

 Thank you for submitting your questions!

28

Open Discussion
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Stay Connected

 Visit www.gao.gov to follow GAO’s work.

 You can subscribe to email updates that will notify 

you when publications are posted to our website.

 You can read highlights from GAO work on 

tracking taxpayer dollars and promoting 

accountability on GAO’s Watchblog. 

https://blog.gao.gov/
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Thanks!

We’re Hiring!

 Interested in working for GAO? 

 We anticipate posting Fellowship and IPA 

opportunities. You can view our current 

job vacancies on USAJobs. 

https://www.usajobs.gov/

This ACS Webinar is co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications

Slides available now! Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit.

Providing Science and Technology Support to Congress: Plans and Opportunities
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www.acs.org/acswebinars

Anthony Pitagno 
Director of Government Affairs and Alliances, 

American Chemical Society
Tim Persons

Chief Scientist and Managing Director
Science, Technology Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

Karen Howard
Assistant Director, Science, Technology 

Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

http://www.gao.gov/
https://blog.gao.gov/
https://www.usajobs.gov/
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Upcoming ACS Webinar
www.acs.org/acswebinars

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html

This ACS Webinar is co-produced with ACS External Affairs & Communications

Slides available now! Recordings are an exclusive ACS member benefit.

Providing Science and Technology Support to Congress: Plans and Opportunities
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www.acs.org/acswebinars

Anthony Pitagno 
Director of Government Affairs and Alliances, 

American Chemical Society
Tim Persons

Chief Scientist and Managing Director
Science, Technology Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

Karen Howard
Assistant Director, Science, Technology 

Assessment, and Analytics, GAO 

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html
http://www.acs.org/acswebinars
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Be a featured fan on an upcoming webinar! Write to us @ acswebinars@acs.org 
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“GREAT job turning this talk 
around less than 36 hours after 
the polls closed! You all do a 
GREAT job keeping your 
members informed on timely 
topics, and you offer real world 
advice that we can really use.”

Eleanor Jennings,
ACS member for 11 years strong!

http://bit.ly/MidtermVideo
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Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

@AmericanChemicalSociety

@AmerChemSociety

https://www.linkedin.com/company/american-chemical-society

@AmerChemSociety

http://bit.ly/MidtermVideo


06/03/2019

18

35

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership

Benefits of ACS Membership 

Chemical & Engineering News (C&EN) 
The preeminent weekly digital and print news source. 

NEW! ACS SciFinder 
ACS Members receive 25 complimentary SciFinder® research 
activities per year. 

NEW! ACS Career Navigator 
Your source for leadership development, professional 
education, career services, and much more.

36

ACS Webinars  does not endorse any products or services. The views 
expressed in this presentation are those of the presenter and do not 
necessarily reflect the views or policies of the American Chemical Society.

®

Contact ACS Webinars ® at acswebinars@acs.org 

http://bit.ly/ACSmembership
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Upcoming ACS Webinar
www.acs.org/acswebinars

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html

https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/acs-webinars/technology-innovation/biodegradability.html

